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By Chris Jenkins
HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Council

approved 14 resolutions at its Feb. 12 meeting.
Resolution 23: Ratification of still photo

image permission letter granting use of the
Seminole Tribe of Florida Seal to McGraw Hill

Resolution 24: Approval of a master
equipment lease/purchase agreement with

By Susan Etxebarria
BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress Shootout on the

grounds of the Billie Swamp Safari Feb. 23–25 was an
extremely intriguing and enjoyable experience of living histo-
ry. This spectacular event dramatized the second of three
bloody and costly wars fought by the U.S. military against the
Seminoles in an effort to remove them from Florida and take
their lands.

Although many Seminole ancestors were killed or
forcibly relocated to present-day Oklahoma, approximately
200 remaining men and women were never defeated. To this
day their 3,300 descendants carry the pride of “The
Unconquered” Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

The legendary and renowned battles of the Second
Seminole War were introduced by Moses “Big Shot” Jumper, a
descendant of Chief Jumper and the famed Seminole warrior,
Wildcat. Fully dressed in 1830s battle dress, he was an impos-
ing figure as he galloped his horse across the field, stopped
and then spoke in a powerful voice to the huge crowd of peo-
ple eagerly waiting for the reenactment to start. He spoke of
the courageous will of his people to live in Florida as free men
and women.

“You will see here things you don’t get to read in the
history books,” Jumper said, as he rode off to the applause of
an appreciative audience. “The victory will be ours today, I
can guarantee that!”

The choice this year to stage the battle in a field sur-
rounded by pristine hammocks and woodlands was a realistic
setting for the reenactment of the Second Seminole War cover-
ing the time period of 1835-1842. The mood and spirit of the
time was recreated by period vendors who displayed their

By Susan Etxebarria 
BRIGHTON — A great festival, magical with its

intricate weave of so many complex elements, is a labor of
love of many dedicated volunteers. Pre-event planning means
months of advance preparation, and few get the recognition
they deserve. Being involved with the Brighton Field Days
Festival & Rodeo Festival, held Feb. 11–18, meant different
things to different people. 

One exhibitor, Nancy Dale, has written two loving
books about the history of the Okeechobee region. She
explained why she returns every year to sell her books.

“The reason I exhibit here at Brighton is because I
think it is important to preserve the cultural heritage here and
acknowledge the struggles of these Native American people
who endured to settle this land. I have learned many lessons
from the Seminole people,” Dale said. “How to preserve the
present habitat and learn how to live off the land, and I write
about this in my books.” 

Days before the exhibitors and the public arrived,
Tribal citizens were following some of the customary prac-
tices of the Field Days that began 69 years ago. On Feb. 11
the Field Days kicked off with a bowling tournament, and it
was held again on Feb. 12 for the Tribal seniors.

Some of the favorite sports represented in the Field
Days are golf and EIRA rodeo which took place on Feb. 14.

On Feb. 15, most residents enjoyed each other’s
company at the annual community supper and Brighton
Princess Contest. On Feb. 16, there were contests on the soft-
ball field including the pole peeling, archery and skillet
throwing. At the same time, the rodeo grounds once again
were buzzing with EIRA festivities starting at 5 p.m. with the

Tribal Council
Passes Resolutions,
Honors Fire
Rescue Grads

Fire Rescue Operations Chief Robert Suit gave
this plaque to Chairman Cypress and the Tribal
Council. 

Chris Jenkins

By Lila Osceola-Heard
HOLLYWOOD — What a beau-

tiful evening for words like dedication,
determination, hard work, heart, character,
love, sports and inspiration. Sports are a
game of life, and all the individuals who
stepped onstage understood this and were
living life to the fullest through sports.

On Feb. 6 the Hollywood
Recreation Department hosted its annual
Seminole Hall of Fame awards banquet in
the auditorium of the Hollywood Tribal
Headquarters.

Tribal officials present were Max
Osceola Jr., Hollywood Council
Representative, David Cypress, Big
Cypress Council Representative, Mitchell
Cypress, Chairman and Paul Bowers Sr.,
Big Cypress Board Representative.

The program opened with a film
by the Haskell Indian Nations University

(HINU) film
department.
Moses “Big
Shot” Jumper
approached
Mike Tsosee,
history
teacher at
HINU, about
five years ago
in regards to
making this
documentary
film. It was
the start of a
grueling yet
satisfying
process for
documentari-

ans Mike Tsosee, Dana D’Zurella and
Mark Von Schlemmer.

The goal of this documentary was
to preserve Seminole heritage and teach
the children and grandchildren about it by
preserving images and voices through
video presentation. What an inspiration for
present and future athletes to always be
able to see and hear from those people in
the early days. It will help them and other
Natives understand why the Seminoles are
unconquered.

Banquet Honors
Elite Athletes
Past and Present
Annual Seminole Hall of
Fame Award Ceremony

� See COUNCIL, page 6

� See BANQUET, page 20

Submitted by Human Resources
The Tribal Council announced that

Seminole Tribal citizen Elrod D. Bowers has
agreed to serve as Chief Operations Officer
(COO) for the Seminole Tribe of Florida.

Bowers has been employed with the
Tribe since 1997. He has worked as a reporter,
photographer, editor and proofreader for The
Seminole Tribune, as well as a preservation spe-
cialist for the Genealogy Department. In 2003, he
was promoted to the role of director for the
Seminole Sports Management program. 

Bowers has a bachelor of arts in political
science from Wheaton College, as well as a bach-
elor of arts in business administration/finance
from Florida International University. He current-
ly serves as vice chairman of the Seminole Tribal
Gaming Commission. His extensive knowledge of
business operations will be a great asset in his
role as COO.

By Chris Jenkins
HOLLYWOOD — The talk was over and the deal

was done on March 5. After making history in what is the
largest purchase ever by a Native American Tribe of an
international corporation, the Seminole Tribe of Florida
crossed all the T’s and dotted the I’s, making the purchase of
Hard Rock International Inc. a reality.

The Council Oak tree played host to the official

signings as the Tribal Council, Tribal citizens and employees
joined in the celebration and mark of a new direction. This
blockbuster deal comes on the heels of the overwhelming
success of the Tribe’s ownership of Hard Rock Hotel &
Casinos in Hollywood and Tampa.

Local media provided coverage for a full slate of
speakers and performances including: Comanche flutist

COME TOGETHER: Hollywood Representative Max B. Osceola Jr., Brighton Representative Andrew Bowers, Big
Cypress Representative David Cypress, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, former President and CEO of Hard Rock
International Hamish Dodds and President Moses Osceola pose with a Hank Williams Sr. autographed guitar.

Redline Media Group

� See DEAL, page 15

The Magic of the Brighton Field Days Festival 

Apache dancer
Susan Etxebarria

� See FIELD DAYS, page 29

� See SHOOTOUT, page 29

Audiences Appreciate Shootout History

Jimmy Sawgrass points his weapon at the enemy.
Gordon Oliver Wareham

Submitted by Human Resources
Tribal citizen Peter A. Hahn is the new

deputy treasurer for the Seminole Tribe of
Florida. He assumed this role March 5.

Hahn has
been employed
with the Tribe
since 2005. He
joined the organi-
zation following
his graduation
from Haskell
Indian Nations
University with a
bachelor’s degree
in business
administration
and Tribal man-
agement. He has
been involved in
the Tribe’s
Management
Training Program
and has worked
alongside several department heads. His knowl-
edge of multiple Tribal businesses prepares him
well for his new duties. 

Peter A. Hahn
Stephen Galla

Hahn Named Deputy
Treasurer of Tribe

Elrod Bowers
Gordon Oliver Wareham

Elrod Bowers
Named COO

Seminole Tribe Finalizes Hard
Rock International Deal

Cynthia Pergy
Lila Osceola-Heard



Dear Editor,
The Pow-wow and Tribal Fair this

year was really great! It was very spread
out over the Hard Rock grounds, but there
was something going on at all times. It was
very educational and entertaining, and the
marketplace had a great number of vendors
from many Tribes. This was a job well
done.

Congratulations to all those who
worked so hard to pull this event together.
I am again looking forward to the next
year’s Tribal Fair and Pow-wow.

Sincerely,
John Higgins

Dear Editor,
I recently received a copy of the

annual calendar that is produced by your
department, and the theme this year is very
inspiring. I would like to say to the entire
staff that they have absolutely outdone
themselves with the layout and design. I
would also like to say to anyone who has
not picked up a copy of this calendar, you
are missing out. 

Thank you for the copy and I look
forward to the next.

Sincerely,
Holly Tiger
Tribal Citizen

Dear Editor,
A brief history of myself: I am 60

years young and am a native of New York
who once had a mental image of an Indian
as a man in a loincloth riding a horse.
When I moved to Florida back in 1972, I
lived at Sherman Street and 64th Avenue,
just one block from where the Hollywood
reservation starts.

Shortly after moving there, I met
a man named Steven Bowers who now
works in the Liaison/Governor’s Council
on Indian Affairs office. Throughout the
years Steven has educated me on the
Seminole Tribe. I now realize that
Seminoles are fathers, mothers, uncles,
aunts, brothers, sisters and most of all very
warm people just like the rest of American
people.

Steven told me that he was on the
Pow-wow committee, that the event was
being held at the Hard Rock over the Feb.
8-11 weekend and that the rodeo was free.
My wife and I went and had a wonderful
time. I could not believe how you convert-
ed the Hard Rock Live stadium into a
rodeo area. The tons of dirt laid on the
floor truly impressed me. I guess if you put
your mind to it, you can do anything.

I just want you to know that
Steven is very proud of his heritage and is
very vocal about all your functions and
affairs. Thank you for a great weekend. 

Sincerely,
Dominic Modafferi

Dear Editor,
I just wanted to say rock on! I’m

a Cherokee from Oklahoma and heard
about you guys buying the Hard Rock
Cafés and was blown away! I thought: It’s
about time! I mean, what better way to say
“America” than to have an icon Tribe own
an icon. Now that’s the American way!

Cameron Smith
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma

Dear Editor,
Congratulations on your acquisi-

tion of the Hard Rock properties. It’s good
to see American properties staying in the
possession of real Americans.

God bless you and good fortune,
Sebastian Black

Dear Editor,
We will be in Florida next month

and would like to visit and take a swamp
tour. What are the directions to get to your
place? I can’t seem to find it on the web-
site. We will need to know what interstate
you are off and what exit, etc. 

Thank you very much,
Sandi Smith
Oshkosh,WI

Dear Ms. Smith,
Thank you for your letter. You

can take a swamp tour at Billie Swamp
Safari on the Big Cypress Seminole
Reservation, located midway between Fort
Lauderdale and Naples.

Here are directions: Take I-75
(Alligator Alley) to exit 49. Drive north
approximately 19 miles to the reservation.
There are numerous signs for Bilie
Swamp Safari that you will see along the
way. 

Have a great time,
Cindy Malin
Florida Seminole Tourism

Dear Editor,
I am a professional Indian War re-

enactor. I have a company of men, around
six or so, who would like to participate in
the Big Cypress Shootout. We are all sea-
soned veterans and supply our own horses,
tack, and uniforms. We ask for no money,
just some water and hardtack.

Please let me know who to con-
tact so I can make arrangements.

Thank you,
Corporal Doc Whiplash
7th Cavalry

Dear Doc Whiplash,
This year’s shootout was Feb.

23–25, as you may know. However, we are
beginning the planning of the Big
Cypress Shootout for 2008, and would
love to stay in contact with you regarding
this event. I will keep your e-mail address
on file.

Next year’s event will be held on

Feb. 22–24, with battles taking place on
Saturday and Sunday. You can mark your
calendar.

Thank you and I look forward to
working with you,

Sherry M. Blanset
Administrative Assistant
Billie Swamp Safari

Dear Editor,
I have enjoyed your casino and

have visited numerous other Native
American casinos. However, why is it that
most other states have table games and the
Florida sites do not?

Also most states have the same
tables as a conventional casino, such as
those in Biloxi, Miss and Gulfport, Miss. Is
there a form of discrimination that the fed-
eral/state government will not allow the
Seminole Tribe the same rights as the
Calif., Wis., Mich., Minn., N.Y. and other
Tribes enjoy?

I thank you in advance for your
reply.

Sincerely,
Norman L. Dault
Winter Garden, FL

Dear Mr. Dault,
The Seminole casinos run Class

II games. The Tribe is unable to offer
Class III games such as blackjack, craps
and slots until the Department of Interior
issues something called “Procedures” or
the state of Florida enters into a compact
with the Tribe.

Ed Jenkins
Gaming Compliance Director
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Who am I?

Seen here are: (L-R) John Josh, Charlie
Micco and Willie Gopher Sr.

Tribune Archive Photo

Photo Quiz Answer

By Dr. Dean Chavers
[Editor’s Note: Dr. Chavers is director of Catching the

Dream, a national scholarship and school improvement organiza-
tion in Albuquerque, N.M. He welcomes your comments on this col-
umn, inquiries about scholarships, and inquiries about Catching
the Dream grants. His e-mail address is CTD4DeanChavers
@aol.com. The opinions he expresses are his own. © Copyright
2007]

I started looking for Indian heroes a
dozen years ago, and thinking about what
Indian heroes were all about. What I discov-
ered is that we look for Indian heroes who
lived at least 125 years ago. The truth is that
we have them among us today. And we need
to celebrate them. We almost never do. One of
them was a man I grew up with.

Dr. Herbert G. Oxendine was the first
Lumbee Indian to earn a doctorate, which he
received in 1953. For the next dozen years, he
motivated and inspired a generation of Indian
youth to do well in school and earn their
degrees.

I read about him in the statewide
paper, the Raleigh News and Observer. The
article ran almost half a page. It was one of the
few times anything positive about Indians
came out in that paper. If someone got shot or
convicted in court, the paper would carry a
story on it. But Indian people doing positive
things had a hard time getting into that paper.

Herbert’s accomplishment was so
great that the paper couldn’t ignore him, however. He came straight
home to Pembroke State College where he taught and was the dean
for the rest of his life.

Our family went to First Baptist Church in the Indian town
of Pembroke with his parents, Mister Arthur and Miss Maud, the
whole time I was growing up. Within a few years of coming home,
Herbert was elected superintendent of the church, the highest posi-
tion next to pastor. 

People liked him, believed in him and trusted him to do
the right things. And he never failed him.

I was a friend of his baby sister Mildred. His brother
James was one of our teachers in elementary school. Herbert had
married Deborah Dial after he came home from the war. They had
three children, Linda, Richard and Miriam. Dr. Linda is the recent-
ly retired head of the Indian Studies department at the university.

Both Herbert and his brother James were heroes in World
War II, James as a tank driver in Europe and Herbert as an Army
major. He was a hero to many Lumbee Indian youth, including the
recently retired Chancellor of his alma mater, Dr. Joseph Oxendine.

“He talked me into getting my doctorate,” said Dr. Joe at
the dedication of the Oxendine Science Building on the campus of
what is now the University of North Carolina at Pembroke.
“Herbert Oxendine established the academic character of this insti-
tution.”

Herbert was renowned for his scientific knowledge even
before he earned his doctorate in 1953. He came to our third grade
classroom in the spring of 1951 and gave us a science demonstra-
tion about metals. He had a round piece of metal on the end of a rod
that he tried to put through another round opening at the end of
another rod. It would not fit. Then he heated the round opening in
his Bunsen burner and it would go through. It was magic!

As soon as he earned his degree, he was hired to teach sci-
ence education at the college. Just under 300 students, almost all of

them Indians, were enrolled. The college he came home to was
established by the North Carolina state legislature in 1887. They
did not appropriate any money. The local Indian leaders had to raise
it.

The state only gave $500 for salaries for the school. My
great grandfather, William Henry Godwin, and other Indian leaders
raised the money for the first building.

Before the school was chartered in
1887, the local Indians had no place to be edu-
cated. Almost all of them were illiterate. 

Dr. Oxendine was promoted to the
chairmanship of the education department in
only a few years. He was one of the few Indians
on the faculty then, and the only one with a doc-
torate. In another few years he was promoted to
be the dean of the faculty, the job he held until
his untimely death in 1966. He was only 53
when he died.

During his tenure he was responsible
for recruiting hundreds of young Indians into the
college and helping them to earn degrees. He
went to their high schools all over the region,
gave lectures, conducted science demonstrations
and interviewed potential teacher candidates by
the dozens each year. Gradually he helped build
the total enrollment on the campus to over 400.

Since teacher education was the big
major on the campus, he oversaw the education
of several hundred new young Indian teachers.
Fifty or 75 of them would graduate each year.

No one knows how much of his own
money Dr. Oxendine gave to students, but I know he gave some to
me. He didn’t have that much, but he shared it, quietly. He had been
hired at a salary more than twice as high as the starting teacher
salary, so he was relatively well off. But I doubt that Deborah knew
how much of their money Herbert gave away.

At the end of the eighth grade, I had won honors as one of
the top students in the two classes. My teacher, Mr. John L. Carter,
and the other eighth grade teacher, Mr. Wayne Maynor, proposed to
take their top students on a weeklong trip to Ridgecrest, the famous
Baptist retreat in the hills of North Carolina. It would cost each stu-
dent $10 for the week for food and lodging.

My problem was that I didn’t have $10, and neither did
Momma. Daddy was in the VA hospital for an extended stay, and
he had no money. So one day Mr. John L. told me Dr. Oxendine
wanted to see me at the college. He didn’t tell me what it was about.
After school I stopped by Dr. Oxendine’s office in Old Main, the
college’s main administration building.

He took me into the office and closed the door. He knew
me from church and from his family’s visits to ours on Sunday
afternoons. “Dean,” he said, “I understand you have won a trip to
the mountains.”

“Yes, sir,” I said, “But I can’t go.”
“Why not?” he asked.
“Because we don’t have the money,” I responded.
He reached in his back pocket and pulled out his wallet.

He found a $10 bill and handed it to me, saying, “Here’s the money.
You don’t have to pay it back. But don’t tell anyone where you got
it.”

I gave that $10 to Mr. John L. the next day and went on
one of the most memorable trips of my life, to the beautiful moun-
tains of North Carolina. In August 2004 the university dedicated
the Oxendine Science Building in Dr. Herbert’s honor. He deserved
it.

Dr. Herbert G. Oxendine: Educator and War Hero

Dr. Herbert G. Oxendine
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By Judy Weeks
IMMOKALEE — A community meeting on

Feb. 13 brought welcome news to the residents of the
Immokalee reservation. Following a catered buffet, the
Housing Department made a very impressive presenta-
tion.

Assistant Housing Director Tony Moya
announced: “It is time to give you a monthly update

on the progress that has been taking place since the
last time we met. We had asked if you had any sugges-
tions at the previous meeting and every effort has been
made to accommodate you.”

Heidi Shafran, Mike Morabito and Jim
Oleksak joined Moya in bringing the assembly the
most current information.
They began by introducing
a new member of the team,
Catherine Gavin, who will
be working mostly at
Brighton, but will lend her
expertise to the program in
Immokalee as well.

“We want to get
you as much housing as we
can with the amount of
property currently avail-
able,” Oleksak said. “The
project list has now risen to
34 homes and we are trying
to move on these as quick-
ly as possible. Three are in
the bidding process and
will go to council for
approval … and five are
going to plans with the
remainder under considera-
tion.”

“At the last meet-
ing, you had indicated the need for as many immediate
residences as possible,” Oleksak continued. “We had
originally looked at the possibility of three models on
Lena Frank Drive replacing the old youth center, edu-
cation and library facilities. If you wish, this can be
changed to 15 units of rental property that would help
ease the shortage of home space more rapidly.”

Safran held up the architectural rendering for
the facility. This was followed by two sets of floor
plans that would provide seven 1,600-square-foot
townhouses and eight 1,100-square-foot apartments.
Safran said there would be sufficient area for 30 park-
ing spaces. 

“In order to get the project under way, a full
environmental would be necessary because we are

using federal funds and the proper-
ties indicated have already passed
this process,” he said. “If this is
approved this evening, you are
looking at completion in approxi-
mately 10 months.”

Immokalee Board Liaison
Raymond Garza asked if the
Native American Housing
Initiative for Federal Grant Monies
were for rentals only or whether
they could be used for apartments
to be owned.

Moya answered: “We can
look at possible rental with the
option of purchase. If the resident
qualifies to buy, then perhaps his
rent could apply to the down pay-
ment. This is a good point to inves-
tigate.”

Other pertinent questions
regarded who would qualify for
residency and whether a person
living off the reservation because
of lack of housing would be con-
sidered first. Some wished to have
those living in mobile homes given
priority. 

Benny Motlow asked if a
tribal member who owns a construction company
would have preference in the bidding process. Moya
replied that a true bid analysis would be required, and
bonding issues were involved.

“Will the apartments push the homes back
that are scheduled for construction, and what kind of

time frame exists for these
residences?” Amy Yazguirre
inquired.

Moya responded:
“Utilities hasn’t put in for
their permits yet. It was my
understanding that this
should already have taken
place and the land clearing
would have been done. It is
out of our control, but we are
checking into the problem to
find out how fast this can be
expedited. In answer to your
question, these are two sepa-
rate projects and should not
affect each other.”

The discussion was
followed by a vote approving
the townhouse/apartment
complex. Several in atten-
dance voiced hopes that the
construction process would
begin immediately.

Other topics of discussion were the old HUD
homes, senior renovations, hurricane codes, funding
for repairs to existing residences, the manner of repay-
ments, and the possibility of a temporary mobile home
area for residents while their houses are being remod-
eled or built.

Construction Plans Expedited on
Housing for Immokalee Reservation  

The Immokalee Community examines the architectural rendering for
the proposed apartment/townhouse complex.

Judy Weeks

After examining the plans, the Immokalee
Community approved the construction of a
new housing complex.

Judy Weeks

By Alyssa Jacobs,
Water Resource Management Department

BIG CYPRESS — Construction has started
on the west end of West Boundary Road on the Basin
1 Construction Project. This construction is part of the
Seminole Water Conservation Plan, a Critical Project
of Everglades Restoration, funded jointly by the Tribe
and the Army Corps of Engineers.

Work started in early January with surveys,
followed up by clearing and grubbing operations with-
in the construction footprint. Approximately 60 per-
cent of the clearing has been completed. Wildlife biol-
ogists have worked to move protected animals out of
the construction’s path. 

Construction employees have received train-
ing to watch out for endangered and threatened ani-
mals, such as the Florida panthers, eastern indigo
snakes, Audubon’s crested caracaras and gopher tor-
toises.

As land is cleared, the trees and brush are
hauled to designated burn areas. Fires are tended using
hydraulic excavators and front-end loaders. The
Bureau of Indian Affairs Forestry Management,
Seminole Division, controls burning on a daily basis
by issuing burn permits to the contractor. Weather
problems such as high winds, dry conditions or other
forestry issues can cause burning to be canceled until
conditions improve. A water truck is always available
to keep fires under control.

Work is slated to start on the construction of
a siphon–a large culvert–that will be placed under-
neath the West Feeder Canal. During this work, por-
tions of the canal will be dammed up so water can be
pumped out for the culvert to be laid into place. The
entire West Feeder Canal will never be blocked for
water passage.

Construction will continue throughout 2007.

Basin 1 Construction Project Update



By Susan Etxebarria
BIG CYPRESS AND

BRIGHTON — The Seminole Tribe’s
entrepreneurs have sold traditional
Seminole arts and crafts to collectors
and admirers since the early 1920s.
Today there are three such entrepre-
neurs on the rural reservations of
Brighton and Big Cypress who own and
operate gift shops. They provide tourists
the opportunity to learn about and
appreciate Seminole culture.

Located at Big Cypress, the
Seminole Country Store on Snake Road
has recently been remodeled and
upgraded. Owned by Ronnie Billie and
his wife, Almira, the shop is chock full
of wonderful and valuable gifts to buy.
Their guest book is signed by tourists
from Australia, Poland and Canada as
well as Americans. 

Ronnie Billie said his shop has
been around a long time, but he has had
to close when he could not find some-
one to run it. One of the premier chick-
ee builders in Florida, he owns Ronnie’s
Seminole Chickees. He has modernized the crafts
store and now its manager, Bess Bowlegs, greets cus-
tomers with a warm smile and a warm heart. 

Billie has designed the shop in the chickee
tradition, but the inside is walled in and air-condi-

tioned. He said the idea of the gift shop came to him
20 years ago when former Chairman James Billie was
modernizing the Swamp Safari and laying ground for
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. The then-chairman told
Tribal citizens there would be many tourists coming
out to the reservation and arts and crafts shops would
be a lucrative busi-
ness. 

Ronnie
Billie’s gift shop is
truly amazing. Just to
go inside is to learn
much about the
Seminole traditions
and history. Almira,
busy with their eight
children, has several
beautifully woven
sweetgrass baskets she
made by hand for sale
in the store. Corn sift-
ing baskets are
reminders of a very
time-consuming craft
only a few artisans
still do. The jewelry
includes beadwork,
silver and turquoise.
The original design
dream catchers are
very popular items as
well, and the clothing
is beautiful. 

The Seminole
Country Store displays
about half Seminole
art and half Navajo art.
Some of the crafts are
made by members of
the Miccosukee Tribe
of Florida. Ronnie
Billie said he has always enjoyed crafts and learned
how to carve from his late grandfather, Joseph Jumper.
He added he hopes there will always be Seminole arti-
sans in the Tribe keeping the traditions alive. The store
is open seven days a week from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.
or later, and 1 p.m.-6 p.m. on Sundays.

At the Brighton Seminole reservation, anoth-

er arts and crafts store operated and owned by Lottie
Huff has been around a long time. Huff said she first
opened the Arts & Crafts Store in 1980. It was a chic-
kee. She tore down the old shop and rebuilt a new
chickee in 2000 but Hurricane Wilma destroyed it in

2005. Now she Huff rebuilt
and she reopened last sum-
mer, but it is no longer a
chickee. 

A special feature
of her modest shop is the
exquisite saw palmetto
dolls crafted by Minnie
Doctor of Hollywood. She
has clothes, beaded jewel-
ry, moccasins, table runners
and wall hangings. She
does not operate on set
hours but has a very visible
“Open” sign when she is
there. She lives next door
and when someone pulls
into the driveway, she
comes out to the store,
which she operates by her-
self. She also said people
can call her and she is
available by appointment.
Her number is (863) 634-
5558.

The arts and crafts
shop is a labor of love.
Keeping alive the arts and
crafts traditions is impor-
tant to Huff and she
encourages others to work

at their crafts. Her shop is there to help further the tra-
ditions. She said people stop and ask lots of questions
about the Tribe — sometimes silly ones. 

On Highway 721 there is another shop called
The Gift Shed. It is owned by the Jeff Johns family.
Wendy Johns is home during the days and she and her

son, Jacoby, usually greet the customers. The Gift
Shed is about three years old. Originally it was a spare
room off the main house with a separate door.

Last summer, a bigger shed holding twice the
amount of arts and crafts was located on the main
road. Inside is an eclectic mix of gifts and Native
American arts and crafts as well as traditional

Seminole work. “It’s a
little bit of everything,”
Johns said.

The Gift Shed
features the paintings of
local artists. There are T-
shirts with Seminole
designs embroidered on
them. There are candles,
smudge fans, flutes, and
a lot of what she calls
collegiate stuff, like pil-
lows and blankets with
Indian design work; cra-
dle boards made by an
Oglala Lakota artisan,
sand art and Navajo pot-
tery, silver and turquoise
jewelry from the Hopi
and Zuni Tribes as well
as beautiful beaded purs-
es.

The Gift Shed
is open every day but
Sunday from 10 a.m.
until 6 p.m. Johns said
they also do home and
office interior decorating
with Indian motifs. She
can be reached at (863)
634-1581. 

Seminole Family Arts and Crafts Stores
Celebrate Tradition, Showcase Culture

Ronnie Billie and Bess Bowlegs at the Seminole Country Store
Susan Etxebarria

Ronnie Billie’s store is chock full of variety.
Susan Etxebarria

Brighton Gift Shed owners Wendy Johns, Jeff Johns and their son Jacoby
Susan Etxebarria

Lottie Huff and her dog “Little Joe” at her Brighton Arts & Crafts Store
Susan Etxebarria
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By Chris Jenkins
HOLLYWOOD —There is now one more

reason to visit the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at Okalee
Village in Seminole Paradise. 

Beyond its presence in giving a voice to
Seminole history and legacy, the latest addition is

small in size but big on content and future plans. The
new museum gift store is the second location to open
its doors, with the other flagship store in Big Cypress.

The new shop features high-quality custom
arts and crafts, all in compliance with the American
Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990, and has been open

for business since December last year. The
focus of the store is to sell and represent all
Native American art, not only Seminole,
according to museum and store Executive
Director Tina Osceola.

It has all been a great success so
far, she said, adding, “I’m excited and love
watching programs and projects like this
come to life.”

With store profits already exceed-
ing expectations thus far, she says there are
plans to expand and diversify supplies and
products beginning in August, going
through October of this year. She explained
that featured items now include books, cur-
rently their best sellers, as well as patch-
work clothing, dolls, CDs and other gift
items.

As part of diversifying their cus-
tomer base, Osceola says future plans will
include signature jewelry and T-shirts as
well as more bead supplies and Native
Foods products. Dolls and patchwork items
will be on consignment to ease and elimi-
nate competition with other specialized
Tribal businesses.    

“We plan to start capturing more of
the people that walk through those [Hard
Rock Hotel & Casino] doors,” she said.

The store and museum are open
seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The store has an assortment of custom-made arts and crafts as well as patchwork clothing.
Felix DoBosz

New Gift Store Opens at Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum

Peggy Osceola assists a customer with jewelry.
Felix DoBosz



By Felix DoBosz
HOLLYWOOD — Voting rights and active

participation in public life are the weapons today’s
Native American warriors need most.

That was the message Ben Nighthorse
Campbell brought to Tribal citizens and others who

gathered to hear him Feb. 22 at the Seminole Hard
Rock Hotel and Casino. 

Campbell, a former U.S. senator from
Colorado, and W. Richard West
Jr., founding director of the
Smithsonian’s National
Museum of the American
Indian, were featured speakers
in the second program of the
2007 Distinguished Lecture
Series presented by the Ah-
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum.

West shared his vision
of the national museum,
housed in a new building along
the National Mall in
Washington, D.C., as a cultural
center and forum “where dis-
cussion can occur, debate is
encouraged and controversy is
not unwelcome — a secure and
civil space, where unsafe ideas
are safe.”

Tribal Chairman
Mitchell Cypress joined Tina
M. Osceola, executive director
of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum,
in welcoming everyone to the

program, which was preceded by an informal recep-
tion at the nearby Okalee Museum. 

“It’s a pleasure to be here tonight with such
important gentlemen, former Senator Ben Nighthorse
Campbell and also Mr. West,” Mitchell said. “Sounds
like a TV series,” he quipped, referring to the 1960s

TV hit “Wild Wild West.”
Then he continued in a
more serious vein, “It’s
good to have these two
gentlemen here tonight to
speak about Indian coun-
try.” 

Osceola noted,
“We are here to learn, and
that’s what is going to pro-
voke discussion and … I
hope that it would provoke
action in all the depart-
ments. It’s about being
active in our communities
… It’s about leaving an
imprint of your own.”

“I always
encourage people to be
active in every level of
public life,” said
Campbell, a proud mem-
ber of the Council of 44
Northern Cheyenne Tribe.
“You can’t win with a
football team by abandon-
ing the field. You win by
hanging in there, sticking
it out, refusing to give up,
staying at the meeting,
staying with your
demands and making sure
they’re heard. That’s how
we get things changed.
Our weapons now are our

voting rights and participating. That’s what the
weapons are now to make sure the future for our kids
is better than our past, and our grandfathers’ past, too.” 

Campbell went on to explain how easily pre-
cious rights can be lost and how hard they are to
regain:

“You know that there are over a hundred
Tribes in America right now who are trying to be re-
instated, that is recognized by the federal government
as a tribal community. Thirty-two in California alone.
how did that happen? Well, it happened because we
had no voice in Washington when all these terrible
acts were passed. … The federal government, when
they signed treaties with Tribes, they didn’t sign
treaties with individual Indian people — they signed
with Tribes as a government. 

“Ding! Somebody got the bright idea in
Washington: ‘I’ll tell ya what, If we want to get out of
our trusted responsibility to Indian people, disband the
Tribe, because we don’t have a responsibility to
Indians, we have responsibility to the Tribe.’ So we
ended up with termination acts, 12 different termina-
tion acts in fact during the Fifties, and relocation acts
too. That’s how a lot of them lost their federal recogni-
tion and so many are still trying to get reinstated as
federally recognized Tribes.”

Campbell also
touched on the adverse
economic, health, educa-
tional and social issues
Native Americans have
had to overcome, and
still face in many Tribal
communities. 

On a more pos-
itive note, Campbell
related how the Native
American vote helped to
tip the balance of power
in the U.S. Senate last
November. He attributed
this to changes in the
way Native Americans
participate, especially in
Montana, where a
Democrat’s election
ensured that party a
majority in the Senate. 

Campbell, who
won his first
Congressional election
in 1982 as a Democrat,
switched his affiliation
to Republican in 1995.
He served three terms in
the House and two in
the Senate, then declined
to run for re-election in
2004.

Earlier in his
long and colorful life,
Campbell served in the
U.S. Air Force during
the Korean War and was
captain of the U.S. judo
team in the 1964
Summer Olympics in
Toyko, Japan. He is also
an award winning jewel-
ry designer and has
worked as a truck driver,
classroom teacher,
deputy sheriff, prison

counselor and trainer of champion quarter horses.
W. Richard West Jr. is an attorney, a citizen

of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma and
a Peace Chief of the Southern Cheyenne. He described
the many aspects, plans, relationships and political
views of Native peoples and their importance in our
national history. 

“I think that the National Museum of the
American Indian (NMAI) is far more akin to a cultural
center that happens to sit squarely at the head of the
National Mall,” West said. He continued, “And why is
this distinction so important to me? The difference is
critical, because it allows this native place … to be so
much more in the use of objects … to become a gath-
ering place, a civic space, a forum in the truest sense,”
embracing themes as diverse as native cosmology,
casino operations, health issues, urban Indian life, and
hunting and fishing rights.

Chairman Cypress presented the speakers
with gifts of handmade Seminole baskets, and Tina
Osceola thanked them for helping to make the lecture
series a success.
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Statesman Stresses Importance of Voting Rights, Political Action

Ben Nighthorse Campbell and W. Richard West Jr. receive handmade Seminole baskets from Chairman
Mitchell Cypress as Tina M. Osceola, executive director of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum looks on.

Felix DoBosz

Ben Nighthorse Campbell makes a point during his Distinguished Lecture
Series presentation.

Felix DoBosz

Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell with Trail Liaison William Osceola
Gordon Oliver Wareham

Ben Nighthorse Campbell, Chairman Mitchell Cypress and W. Richard West Jr.
Gordon Oliver Wareham



Wachovia Bank, National Association, Limited
waiver of sovereign immunity

Resolution 25: VFS Leasing Co. mas-
ter lease agreement (Volvo A40D): waiver of
sovereign immunity, Big Cypress Rock Mining 

Resolution 26: Standard form of pay-
ment between owner and contractor where the
basis of payment is a stipulated sum between the
Seminole Tribe of Florida and Southeastern
General Construction Inc. for the construction of
four single-family homes on the Brighton
Seminole Indian Reservation

Resolution 27: Department of Housing
request for the purchase of a home in Glades
County, Florida 

Resolution 28: Tribal courts assistance
program grant for funding from the United
States Department of Justice, Office of Justice
Programs, Bureau of Justice Assistance

Resolution 29: Approval of the
Assignment of the Amended and Restated
Agreement of Lease (Café) by and between the
Seminole Tribe of Florida and Hard Rock Café
International (USA), Inc.

Resolution 30: Approval of the
Assignment of the Amended and Restated
Agreement of Lease (Retail store) by and
between the Seminole Tribe of Florida and Hard

Rock Café International (USA), Inc.
Resolution 31: Appointment of Tina

Marie Osceola as Executive Director of the Ah-
Tah-Thi-Ki museum and Anne McCudden as the
director

Resolution 32: Issuance of a revocable
permit to Beautiful Touch Seminole Car Wash
and Professional Detailing (B.T.S.) – Hollywood
Seminole Indian Reservation

Resolution 33: Acquisition of 287+/-
acres of vacant land in Glades County, Florida
(S.T.O.F. Holdings, Ltd. as buyer)

Fire Rescue Operations Chief Robert
Suit also presented a plaque to the Tribal
Council in recognition of 16 new trainees’ grad-
uation and employment with the Tribe.
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By Chris Jenkins
HOLLYWOOD — With five hard

weeks out of the way, it was time to celebrate.
On Feb. 9, 16 new trainees from the Department
of Emergency Services took a breather and
enjoyed graduation ceremonies honoring them as

the first class of the new year. The event took
place in the Tribal Headquarters auditorium, and
friends and family came in support.

The festivities began with Fire Marshal
Chief David Logan leading in the reciting of the
Pledge of Allegiance and invocation by Tribal
citizen Ayze Henry. A video presentation on the
graduating class, administration and instructor
acknowledgements, an affirmation of oath, badge

and certification presentations and closing com-
ments followed.

The already certified combination of
firefighters, emergency medical technicians and
paramedics were taking that next career step in
working for the Tribe. Graduate EMT Tim

Gritter says he is looking forward to coming
aboard.

“This is a great opportunity for me,” he
said. “I know a couple of guys that are on with
the department already, and they are very happy,
and it seems like a really tight-knit bond that
they have. It seems like a really nice place to
work.” 

According to Battalion Chief and Lead

Instructor Frank Ransdell, there are usually one
to two training sessions per year with this year’s
class starting with 22. The best of the best
remained in the end, he said.

“I did everything I could to get rid of
them,” Ransdell said. “Every time we do [the

training program], we up the stan-
dards.”

Their daily routine consisted
of one to three hours of hard physical
training including hose pulling, ladder
climbing and calisthenics. Other activi-
ties included attending a culture class
and certification classes in skin diving,
where divers learn to stay under water
for extended periods of time without
the use of a breathing apparatus.

Ransdell says one of the main
skills he wanted to instill in the
trainees is the ability to assume any
role with engines, rescue units or
tankers as well as multitasking and
flexibility, which are very important.

According to Administrative
Services Manager Eva Cain, their
intensive process also involved several
areas of training with diving and res-
cue, fire suppression, rescue practices,
air rescue and vehicle extraction as
some of its major points of emphasis.

Trainees recognized were:
Julio Buenano, Medic, Jason
Camardese, EMT, George Carbonell,
EMT, Tim Gritter, EMT, Michael
Holiday, EMT, Jason King, Medic,
Rafael Lacayo, Medic, Merel
Ledbetter, EMT, Hassen Missett,
Medic, Dennis Morel, EMT, Jorge
Napoles, EMT, Keith Rohan, Medic,
Michael Setticase, Medic, Terry Smith,
EMT, Danny Soriano, Medic, Franco
Stefani, EMT and Evan Weiner, Medic.

“The whole program has been really
good,” Ransdell said.

He explained that most of the graduates
will be assigned to Station 7 in Brighton and
Station 2 in Big Cypress as well as other loca-
tions including Immokalee, Fort Pierce and
Hollywood.

“I’m proud to call them my brothers,”
he said.

Seminole Fire Rescue Honors Graduating Class 07-01

� Council
Continued from page 1

New Emergency Services graduates pose for friends and family.
Chris Jenkins
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T
he latest project of the enterprising Seminole
Tribe of Florida is a collection of short stories
by its members, who share highlights of their

individual healing journeys. Some essays are
poignant examples of how the contributors turned
adversity into personal victory. Others are blood
memories that are awakened by an incident in the
present.

The coffee table-style hardcover book is
titled A Fire Under the Chickee and Other Short
Stories by the Seminoles of Florida and their
Descendants. It is published by the Seminole Tribe of
Florida Health Department and the focus is holistic
wellness. The project received funding from the
Special Diabetes Program, a program of the Indian
Health Services Division of Diabetes Treatment and
Prevention.

The format of incorporating many voices is
based on the Healing Circle concept of First Nations
peoples across North America. In the Circle, personal
stories are shared around a fire with the objective of
healing through trust-building and disclosure. That
the Seminole Tribe put their stories into print is a tes-
tament to their determination to build a strong com-
munity and create a benchmark of where they are
today. It is also a gift to all members of their commu-
nity and to the world at large.

The Seminoles call themselves “The
Unconquered” and they live like champions, taking
charge of their present and future, and reaching into
the past for the wisdom of the ancestors whose lega-
cy of independence and pride they strive to uphold.
They may be few in number, about 3,300 citizens
comprising five
communities in the
state of Florida, but
their visions are
huge, their ambi-
tions immense and
their sense of reality
rock solid. 

Just a few
decades ago, they
endured crippling
poverty, moving
from place to place
wherever shelter and
work were offered.
Some lived as fix-
tures in amusement
parks and others
slept in the barns of
solicitous farmers.
Still their spirits
never faltered.
Under a spreading
oak tree off State
Road 7 in
Hollywood, Fla., the
straggling tribal
members would
gather to plan their survival. Since those hungry
days, the Seminoles have become an economic force,
their youth excelling in scholarship and sports, their
elders tenaciously nurturing the traditional teachings,
and their community a showcase of 21st century
affluence. The Council Oak still stands, symbolic in
its endurance, strength and beauty.

Yet there is much work to be done, and the
Seminoles are up for it. Their success is built on
what is best for the community, and this amazing
new book is an example of their commitment to that
core value. Wellness, in their vision, is based on the
well-being of intellect, body, emotions and spirit. The
stories in this collection endorse that philosophy.
They are also a reflection of First Nations’ innate ties
to the Earth and respect for all her gifts. The book
could also be called Native American Life Skills 101.

The title entry, A Fire Under the Chickee, is
a story about a young wife’s dream of having a home
with a traditional chickee in her backyard. She waits
a long time for this dream to come true and when it
finally happens, she is thankful for a place to gather
with her children, family and neighbors. Diane S.
Smith tells her story with humor and grace.

In Moving Water, Herbert Jim writes about
his Seminole name and how the name reflects his
philosophy, adapting to each situation that arises, be
it challenge or reward. He likens his life journey to
water flowing to the ocean and always arriving there,
no matter what obstacles get in the way. 

Lee Zepeda talks about a high school
teacher who advised him to abandon a dream of

going to law school because becoming an attorney
was very difficult. In Words of Motivation, he talks
about going to university and majoring in social serv-
ices and history. Later, at the urging of Tribal mem-
bers, he got a law degree. Although he does not prac-
tice law, he says the training is applicable to many
situations. He advises young people to follow their
dreams and know they can make them come true.

Josephine Motlow North’s Dad’s Advice is a
tribute to communication and voice. Sometimes
words are essential, but at other times, things can be
communicated without language. 

Charles Billie Hiers, Sr. has an encounter
with a herd of buffalo and is transported briefly to
another time in Imagining Buffalo. The earth trem-
bles under the hooves of the herd and Hiers is hum-
bled for a brief moment by the power of an imagi-
nary stampede.

In The Fried Egg Sandwich, Jim Osceola
talks about how his son’s diabetes motivated him to
give up a lucrative position as a chef, fulfilling his
lifelong dream, to become an educator in healthful
eating for the people in the community.

Willie Johns writes about his bout with
childhood polio and how the lack of support services
on the reservation forced him to use his withered legs
to take care of himself. In his contribution, Luck, he
expresses thanks for the opportunity to become
strong and to play sports, while a pampered patient
he knew in the Florida Hospital for Crippled
Children grew up weak and disabled. Willie Johns
knows he could easily have become that other guy.

In Day by Day, Minute by Minute, Janice
Billie courageously
talks about living
with addiction. She
draws strength from
her career, commu-
nity and family. Like
many of the writers
in this collection,
Janice talks candidly
about straddling two
worlds. The feelings
of not measuring up
are forgotten in the
embrace of a loving
family and a sup-
portive community. 

In other
entries, women and
men write about
their fitness goals,
their families, their
heartbreaks and their
victories. Elders talk
about the wisdom
from their ancestors
and how the tribe’s
history must be
remembered and

honored. A little girl talks about her first mutton-
busting ride and how the experience made her more
determined to ride again and stay on the next time.
Every entry is powerful and a testament to personal
courage. 

The first half of the book contains the sto-
ries of the people, accompanied by a full-page por-
trait of each writer with a background of a Florida
landscape or Everglades scenery. The second half
contains biographies of the contributors. The writing
is clear, concise and conversational, a tribute to the
editorial skills of Tribal members. The graphics and
layout, by Seminole artists, photographers and writ-
ers, are unique and captivating. 

One story that sums up the spirit of this
project is Beautiful Wrinkles. Jeannette Cypress
writes about her grandmother, a traditional healer,
who has to go to the hospital for gallstone surgery.
The grandmother refuses the hospital’s medicine and
asks her nervous granddaughter to help her with a
traditional ceremony. Jeannette lovingly remembers
her aged grandmother with her beautiful wrinkles and
white hair, but mostly she recalls her words:

There is a lot of life to live. 
Choose not to grow old and life will not

pass you by.
Value every moment of life. It can be gone in

an instant.
Remember the hardships of our ancestors. 
If they had given up, where would we be

today?

A Fire Under the Chickee

RUNAROUND PERMITSRUNAROUND PERMITS

Notary/Permits/Errand RunnerNotary/Permits/Errand Runner

Cell:  954.709.5624 - Fax:  954.434.8607Cell:  954.709.5624 - Fax:  954.434.8607

Gena OsceolaGena Osceola
We Make Your Job Easier!We Make Your Job Easier!

Broward County FloridaBroward County Florida

*Bank *Post Office

*Court House *Etc.



By Elgin Jumper
Artist Will Wilson says he “loves working

with images” and has had this passion from an early
age. “I just love the creative process … the beauty. I
like being creative and working with my hands, creat-
ing imagery, using my imagination.”

Wilson was in Hollywood Feb. 24 to give a
lecture at Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at Okalee Village.

Born in San Francisco in 1969, Wilson relo-
cated to the Navajo reservation in northern Arizona at
the age of 9. He’s now a professor at the University of
Arizona in Tucson. 

Rather than reacting
to certain issues dear to him,
as he’s done in the past, he
now feels it is better for him
to be more proactive.

“My work is defi-
nitely nontraditional,” Wilson
said. “It focuses on tradition.”
He finds categorizing his art
somewhat problematic
because it implies Native
Americans are incapable of
incorporating new ideas and
methods into their work,
“even though we live in the
same timeframe as everybody
else.” Wilson even references
writer James Clifford, “who
writes about what’s called an
ethnographic present,” which,
the artist emphasized, differs
from all other “presents.”

“I think we all adopt
new technologies,” he said. “I
think a lot of times about pho-
tography because traditional
photography uses silver. My
grandfather was a silversmith,
he worked with silver, and I
think in a way I’m employing
silver, too, when I’m doing
traditional photography. I think about photography as
silversmithing.”

For two years during the Clinton administra-
tion, Wilson worked as a photojournalist for the
Associated Press. While playing “ultimate Frisbee,” he
met the managing editor of the AP, who suggested he
apply for a vacant position. “It was an amazing oppor-
tunity,” the artist said. “The first thing I did was get a
job with Tico Times, which is an English-speaking
newspaper.” From there he was hired by the head of
the Associated Press in the area, covering important
events. “Every week I would go to some really cool
locations, had lunch with the president – Clinton came
down here – and it was all because I had this press
credential. It was bizarre. It opened a lot of doors.”

There was a time, though, remembered
Wilson, when it was either a life in art or another sig-
nificant pursuit altogether. “When I was a senior in
college,” the artist revealed, “I had to make a decision
about what I was going to do, what kind of career path
I was going to head down.” He had always been inter-
ested in attending law school; attending art school was
another great concern. And Wilson, an avid communi-
ty organizer, has “always had an interest in politics.”
However, after receiving offers from the top three art
schools in the country, he said, the final decision was
a lot easier to make. “It’s definitely hard work,” he
said, “but there’s more freedom.”

Addressing installation art, just one of the
numerous art forms he works in, the artist said, “I
looked at a lot of artists that used installation art and I
was pretty excited about what I saw.” He has also
taught sculpture. He now teaches photography at the
University of Arizona in Tucson. “I definitely work in
bursts,” said Wilson, explaining how he begins a news
work, “because installations are pretty time-consuming
with lots of labor.” There’s a considerable amount of
thought incorporated into his work. There’s reading
and observing and a creative fomenting of ideas. 

“I try to be disciplined about it,” he said.
“I’m always collecting information, photographing,
about what I do.” Sometimes his ideas stew for years.
And “one thing, too,” he underlined, “it’s always good
to have a deadline.”

Wilson’s early years in San Francisco – pri-
marily around the island prison of Alcatraz – made a

deep imprint on him, and have certainly shaped the
way he approaches his art to the present. “I was born
in ’69, and Alcatraz happened that same year,” Wilson
pointed out, referring to the occupation of the prison
by a group calling itself “The Indians of All Tribes” in
late November 1969. 

“My mother was there, and she used to take
me to the San Francisco Indian Center. She never
backed down from who she was. She was always very
proud to say that she was Navajo. She didn’t take any-
thing from anybody. There was a lot of activism going
on, a lot of issues.” These days Wilson is not only an

artist and art educator, but an ardent community
organizer as well.

Wilson comes from a family of artists. “My
mom is really artistic,” he said. “She does ceramics
and paintings. My dad is really good at drawing. My
grandmother and aunt are weavers. I grew up watch-
ing them. And as I said earlier, my grandfather was a
silversmith.” The artist is also interested in creating
works that incorporate the Navajo designs that happen
in weaving. “It’s interesting, the women, they don’t
sketch it or draw it out. It all comes from their heads.
I’d love to do a mural with glass tiles that has to do
with Navajo designs.”

More recently, however, Wilson’s works have
dealt with disturbing post-apocalyptic imagery,
addressing deep environmental and social questions.
One of them is called “Auto Immune Response.”
Wilson explained, “The whole idea of the title is that
a lot of native communities are afflicted with all these
diseases, like diabetes, arthritis. I think in a lot of
ways it’s genetic, but it’s also a response to a really
intense shift in economy and culture, among other
things.”

And it’s in these very images that we see
Wilson’s vision of a devastated environment. And an
imagined Navajo man’s way of coming to grips and
existing still with the loss. 

“It’s happening in Indian Country, but it’s
happening to a larger extent in the whole United
States, and in a lot of ways, I think we are the first to
see it.” But according to the artist, the installation can
also be about an inner response, as in an autobiogra-
phy or portrait. The apocalypse is a metaphor for rapid
change. There’s definitely been a legacy of genocide
in Indian Country.”

The artist is a firm believer in community
involvement, but he said, “It’s a shame that creativity
is not really emphasized in the broader culture, and I
think that’s filtering into Indian Country. It’s more
about what you can do to make money. I think we’ve
got to work against that, and get young people
involved in understanding how they can represent
themselves, about their histories, and about how they
might incorporate themselves into histories. They’re
our future.”

SEMINOLES, THIS IS YOUR NEWSPAPER
Your News is Important to Us

We welcome submissions of: profiles, poems, story tips, birthday announcements, pho-

tos, etc. for publication in The Seminole Tribune

Please call (954) 967-3416, e-mail submissions@semtribe.com, mail 6300 Stirling Road,

#236, Hollywood, FL 33024, or stop by our offices on the second floor of the

Hollywood Headquarters

NavajoArtist’s Vivid Imagery
Reflects a World of Rapid Change

Artist and professor Will Wilson at Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at Okalee Village
Elgin Jumper

If you are in TROUBLE,

Call:

OUT OF TROUBLE BAIL BOND

Bail Agent: Greg James

Office: (863) 763-8955

Cell: (863) 801-1344

Available 24 Hours
Serving Broward, Glades, Hendry, Highlands,

Indian River, Okeechobee & Martin Counties.
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By Susan Etxebarria
BRIGHTON — The

Brighton Indian Day School
Reunion on Feb. 16 brought
together for the first time many
alumni with vivid recollections
of earlier days. Former class-
mates shared memories of their
childhood at Brighton growing
up together in a one-room
schoolhouse. They were the
courageous children who pio-
neered for this community its
first experience in public school
education. 

In the 1930s, there was
a certain amount of understand-
able fear and hesitance about
going to the white man’s schools.
Many Seminole parents did not
allow their children to go to the
new school. Many children didn’t
want to go. Some were forced to
go by parents who understood
how important the opportunity
would be for their children’s
future.

The Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA) established the
Brighton Indian Day School in
1938. Mr. and Mrs. William
Boehmer, the teachers who came
and remained for nearly 30 years,
were kind and dedicated. They
were beloved by all. William
Boehmer was also the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) superinten-
dent. The school closed in the
1960s and since then the Brighton
children have attended public
schools off-reservation. 

It seems fitting this casu-
al reunion was held for the first
time on the opening day of this
year’s 69th annual Brighton Field
Days because it was the
Boehmers who suggested and
organized the first Field Days.

“We didn’t get together
with those living at Big Cypress
and Hollywood very often
because of the distance, and this
was a way to get us together,”

said Stanlo Johns, who emceed
the reunion event. 

The original Field Days,
consisting of track meets, races
and games, took place at the
schoolhouse. The Field Days were
an all-Indian event and Seminoles
gathered from all the reservations. 

The first year it was at
Brighton; the following year at
Big Cypress and then Hollywood
and for a time the annual event
would switch back and forth.
Soon, non-Indian friends from
surrounding communities came to
Brighton in droves and cars were
lined up all along the road. 

Eventually organizers
decided to charge admission and
start selling food and arts and
crafts. Today, Brighton Field Days
is one of the most outstanding
Native American festivals in the
state with the Professional Rodeo
Cowboy Association rodeo draw-
ing a large crowd.

Reunion organizers Edna
McDuffie, Geneva Shore,
Dorothy Tommie and Elsie
Bowers arranged to have a slide
presentation showing many pho-
tographs taken during those early
school days. William Boehmer, a
prolific photographer, took many
of the photos displayed in the
slide show. Many of his black-
and-whites of Seminoles are in
private museums and collections
today. The slides were prepared
by Seminole Broadcasting depart-
ment.

One of the photos depict-
ed Boehmer helping Tribal citi-
zens read the constitution that
officially established the Seminole
Tribe in 1957. Some alumni
remembered how the Tribal citi-
zens were asked to approve it.

President Moses Osceola
especially credited the educated
Seminole women for being
important in the Tribe’s founding
and its federal recognition.

“You ladies were pretty
instrumental because you were
able to read and write,” he said.

Stanlo Johns was able to
identify many of the faces in the
photographs but he asked for help

of the alumni who
came for this spe-
cial event. The
alumni watched
the slide show
intently trying to
place the faces of
childhood friends.
Many have passed
on, but others were
sitting in the room
beside them.

“We want
to remember those
old times and
think back how it
was,” Pastor
Wonder Johns
said. “We are
grateful we are still around to
remember.”

Stanlo Johns said the
schoolhouse was one of the first
buildings constructed on the

reservation and
he was sad to
see it torn down
a few years ago.
He added he
wishes a replica
of the building
could be built
and turned into a
museum for its
significance to
the Tribe.

He
recalled that in
those days of
barefoot inno-
cence, living in a
chickee at
Brighton reserva-
tion was normal.
Attending school
was not.

“There
used to be a

taboo against education,” he said.
Other graduates remem-

bered how the teacher would
scrub their faces with lye soap
and make them sit down to eat
breakfast, lunch and dinner. That
wasn’t normal either. In Seminole
tradition the food was always
cooking and ready to eat in the
pots and pans over the fire pit.
People didn’t eat at special times
of the day. They ate when
they were hungry. 

President Moses
Osceola attended the reunion
as a guest, but not as an
alumnus.

“You were the ones
who started the school
process for the Seminole peo-
ple,” he told the alumni.
“You took the first big step
because historically educa-
tion was not the way of our
people. You all took that ulti-
mate step forward and I want
to thank you and commend
you for that.

“We have always
been an adaptable people
who took what we could to
help us and you have made
education an important key

to our growth.”
Alumni took time to

share their childhood memories.
Mabel Haught recalled that fry-
bread and sofkee were always on
the menu at school. Ahnie
Osceola remembered that Mr.
Boehmer started a horse club, and
children used to ride horses three
miles from the school to Red
Barn Road. Stanlo Johns recalled
the dark green school bus, which
was driven at one time by Jack
Micco. 

Everyone present seemed
to agree that it would be good to
start a tradition and have a
reunion every year. Micco sug-
gested Indian Day as a good time
for the get-together. Someone
suggested that the students at the
new charter school should learn
about this first school and how
the elders struggled so they could
have a better life.

Most of the individuals
who attended the reunion went on
to succeed as educators, business-
men and -women or social work-
ers. Many went from that tiny
one-room schoolhouse to attend
college. Most of these graduates
have held vital leadership roles in
their churches and in Tribal gov-
ernance.

“It is good to remember
our roots,” Stanlo Johns said.
“This opens our eyes and we can
see what we have done; what we
have accomplished. We can still
do more.” 

The Brighton Indian Day School

Photo from archives submitted by Geneva Shore 

Alumni Share Vivid Memories of Pioneer Days
Brighton Indian Day School Reunion

Submitted by Lucinda Myers,
Program Director

WASHINGTON, DC — The Association of
American Indian Physicians (AAIP) is now accepting
applications for the 10th Annual National Native
American Youth Initiative (NNAYI) Program to be
held in Washington, D.C. June 23-July 1, 2007.
American Indian/Alaskan Native (AI/AN) high school
students 16-18 who have an interest in health careers
and/or biomedical research are encouraged to apply.

NNAYI’s curriculum is designed to prepare
students to remain in the academic pipeline and pursue
a career in health services and/or biomedical research.

In addition, students learn about mentoring and shad-
owing opportunities with AAIP member physicians.

AAIP is also accepting applications for coun-
selors 21 and older to accompany the students and
serve as role models during the nine-day program.
AI/AN college students and health professionals are
encouraged to apply.

Applications must be postmarked by April
20. For more information, contact Lucinda Myers,
NNAYI program director, at lmeyers@aaip.org or
(405) 946-7072. Eligibility and application require-
ments are available at
www.aaip.org/programs/nnayi/nnayi.htm.

NNAYI Seeks Applications For Summer Youth Program

Reunion organizers (L-R) Elsie Bowers, Edna McDuffie,

Geneva Shore and Dorothy Tommie

Susan Etxebarria

Stanlo Johns speaks of the past.
Photo courtesy of Seminole Broaodcasting

(L-R) Alice Snow, Jack Micco and Lottie

Baxley are among the alumni who attended the

Brighton Indian Day School the first year it

opened in 1938.

Susan Etxebarria

Geneva Shore, Maybel Haught and Elsie Bowers
Photo courtesy of Seminole Broadcasting
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By Gina Allardyce
HOLLYWOOD—Approximately

50 young people from 6 to 16 gathered on
Feb. 12 at the Seminole

Gym on the
Hollywood
reservation. 

The
gym was
decorated
with red and
white bal-
loons with a
heart-shaped entryway. Miss Blueberry
Muffin painted little faces while Rich
Tieger amused his audience with balloon
animals, hats, people, wrist pieces and

other examples of his
balloon artistry.
Magician Jack

Maxwell mesmer-
ized everyone for a

full hour with his
cool tricks.

It was a splen-
did night for the
kids. They all
seemed to have
a great time,
and received

Valentine’s Day gifts as they departed.
Pat Henderson, director of the

Youth Center, and her staff put on a great
Valentine’s Ball.

By Emma Brown
WASHINGTON — High school students from

the Immokalee, Fort Pierce, Hollywood and Brighton
reservations traveled to the nation’s capital to attend the
Close Up Program held Feb. 11-17.

Every year the Seminole Tribe sends students to
participate in this program, an exciting and invigorating
weeklong study visit to Washington, D.C. They have the
opportunity to experience their government and the polit-
ical process firsthand, and get an inside look at the peo-
ple and places that make Washington unique.

Students from the United Southern and Eastern
Tribes, or USET, attend the Close Up Program during
impact week, which is the week of the National USET
Convention. This allows the students to have meetings
with their leading officials and directors and share with
them their ideas and thoughts about their communities.
Students engage in a learning adventure like no other,
filled with active participation, peer interaction and fun.

The Close Up Program is designed to help stu-
dents become active citizens and learn how to influence
their community, state and nation. Students in the pro-
gram are taken to explore the corridors of Capitol Hill,
visit monuments and museums, and attend daily sessions
in which they exchange viewpoints on current issues affecting
their nation and community. The program offers a rare glimpse of
government in action, both at the Tribal and national levels.

This year the students put together a few community
action plans that were endorsed by many Tribal USET members
all along the Eastern seaboard. The Seminole students focused on
the importance of preserving their culture and language.

Close Up is not all work though. The students enjoyed

nights out to attend a play and celebrate with a final banquet and
dance. The Seminole students gained the friendship of many other
Native Americans from USET tribes, and these new friends could
someday become valuable contacts for conducting positive Tribal
business.

Any high school student wishing to attend next year’s
Close Up Program should contact the education adviser at his or
her reservation.

Seminole Students Attend Close Up Program

Hollywood Kids and Teens

Enjoy a Magical Night
Youth Center Valentine’s Ball

By Judy Weeks
IMMOKALEE — The Stranger

Danger Program is probably one of the
most important ones that can be introduced
at the preschool level. Seminole Police
Department (SPD) Officers L.T. Faherty,
Michelle Clay and Laura Herran visited the
Immokalee Preschool on March 1 to
enlighten the students.

The youngsters sat mesmerized by
the video which taught the do’s and don’ts
of safety when visiting public places. The
film is designed as a teaching aid for ele-
mentary and preschool. Its characters
delivered their messages in a manner easily
understood by the younger set. The kids
particularly liked the lady with the little
dog, which made them laugh.

Interacting with the children, the
officers stressed the importance of staying
close to parents or supervising adults when
in stores, streets and public places. Never
run on ahead or lag behind because this is
an invitation to very serious danger, they
advised. 

These six rules are very easily
taught to small children, who should
receive reminders at regular intervals:

1: Never take rides from strangers;
2: Never take gifts from strangers; 
3: Always go straight home after

school;
4: Always let your parents know

where you are;
5: Always get help if there is trouble
6: Never open the door to strangers.

SPD has a very good relationship
with the entire Immokalee community and
the little children feel very comfortable in
the officers’ presence. They were quick to
respond to the officers’ questions and
seemed to benefit immensely from the
teaching session.

Now that the class is over, it is
time for parents to reinforce the rules
above. It is very important to talk to your
children and grandchildren about safety
and remind them about which adults they
can run to in time of need and which ones
to avoid. 

SPD Officers Michelle Clay and L.T. Faherty are surrounded by smiling preschoolers
in Immokalee.

Immokalee Preschoolers Learn
About Stranger Danger

By Judy Weeks
IMMOKALEE — The staff of

the Immokalee Preschool prepared a
Valentine’s Day Party for their little sweet-
hearts on Feb. l4. 

First thing in the morning they
passed out Valentine’s cards. Like all chil-
dren, these preschoolers love getting mail
and were very happy opening the
envelopes and showing each other the
cards. 

Then it was off to the dining room
where they were given an opportunity to
decorate cookies and cupcakes. They
enjoyed themselves immensely as they
spread frosting on each item and then cov-
ered it with little decorations. Before long

the room was filled with little frosted
hands and faces as the children turned the
baked goods into works of art. 

Following a short break and major
cleanup, the youngsters created a
Valentine’s Sweetheart paper plate. As they
did with all the arts and crafts, they dove
into the project with lots of enthusiasm.
Before long the room was filled with
laughter and giggles as they each
expressed themselves artistically.

After sharing a wholesome lunch,
Valentine treats were distributed. The
Immokalee Preschool Staff would like to
thank the parents who donated for the
party and who came to be with their chil-
dren on their special day. 

Youngsters Attend Valentine
Sweethearts Party

Immokalee Preschoolers and staff enjoyed a Happy Valentine’s Day.
Judy Weeks

2007 Close Up Program attendees
Emma Brown

Christian Osceola and Damen Bert with their community action project
Emma Brown

(L-R) Damen Bert, Emily Cortez, Summer Billie and Jasper Thomas
Emma Brown
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By Lila Osceola-Heard
HOLLYWOOD — On Feb. 15 the Seminole

Tribe of Florida’s Allied Health department program
invited all Hollywood
employees to partici-
pate in a walk around
the workplace.
Thousands of people
around Broward
County took 15 min-
utes to show their
commitment to better
health.

Brenda
Bordogna and Tina
Mennella work hard
trying to find health-
conscious programs
to encourage Tribal
citizens as well as
employees to focus
on their health. So
Hollywood Tribal
employees walked
around the parking lot
in their work attire
along with their best
walking shoes.

Step Up
Florida is a program

affiliated with the Broward County Health
Department. The employees of the Seminole Tribe of
Florida stepped up to the challenge.

Employees zoom around the parking lot at full speed.
Lila Osceola-Heard

After a brisk parking lot workout, employees show no signs of fatigue.
Lila Osceola-Heard

Employees Step Up For Better Health

Submitted by the Allied Health Department
Over the last couple of years carbohydrates,

often called “carbs,” have been getting a lot of bad
publicity. The truth is carbohydrates are necessary for
overall good health. A quick review of which foods
contain carbohydrates and how they are used by the
body will help in understanding that all carbs are not
created equal.

Carbohydrates are one of the three micronu-
trients. Along with protein and fat, carbohydrates con-
tain carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen
atoms. There are two types of car-
bohydrates in foods: simple and
complex.

In general, simple
carbs are so named because
they are made up of mono-
saccharides and disaccha-
rides. These include
sugars such as fruit
sugar (fructose), corn
or grape sugar (dex-
trose or glucose),
and table sugar
(sucrose). Complex
carbs are made up
of polysaccharides,
which are much big-
ger, more “complex” mol-
ecules.

Simple sugars were con-
sidered bad and complex carbohy-
drates were considered good. But
that isn’t the whole picture.

Carbohydrates provide us
with energy for daily living. Energy needed for normal
body functions such as heartbeat, breathing and diges-
tion and for physical activity and exercise. Foods that
contain carbohydrates – fruits, vegetables, beans,
grains, dairy products and sugars – provide the body
with essential nutrients. These include vitamins C and
E, most of the B vitamins, potassium, carotenoids and
other beneficial phytochemicals and fiber.

The body breaks down all carbohydrates in
much the same way. All carbohydrates are broken
down into simple sugars and absorbed into the blood-
stream. As the sugar level rises in the blood, the pan-
creas releases the hormone insulin. Insulin moves

sugar from the blood into the cells, where it can be
used for energy. Fiber is an exception. It isn’t broken
down into sugar molecules, so it actually passes
through the body undigested.

Not all carbs are equal. Despite the recent
craze for low-carb diets, not all foods containing car-
bohydrates are bad. When trying to lose weight, try to
eat more of the “skinny” carbs that don’t have many
calories, such as fresh fruits and non-starchy vegeta-
bles like lettuce, tomatoes, carrots and broccoli. Also
try to eat more whole grains such as oatmeal, barley,
brown rice, whole wheat pasta and beans.

Eat fewer of the high-calorie carbs such
as ice cream, french fries, cakes, cookies,

donuts, sweetened cereals,
potato chips, crackers,

cheesecake and candy
bars. 

What about
people who are dia-
betic? People with
diabetes should eat

a balanced diet
including smaller
servings of carbohy-
drates. The amount
of carbohydrates in
meals has a great

impact on blood glu-
cose levels. These
foods – rice, breads,

tortillas, crackers, cereal,
fruit, juice, milk, yogurt,

potatoes, corn, peas and sweets
– are high in carbohydrates and raise blood sugar lev-
els the most.

By eating regular meals and spreading carbo-
hydrate foods evenly throughout the day, it becomes
easier to maintain energy levels without causing blood
glucose levels to rise. Many people with diabetes also
need to take medication to help control their blood
sugar.

For more information, contact the nutritionist
at your reservation. Brighton: Beth Morlang (863)
763-0271, Ext. 144, Hollywood: Doris Mir (954) 965-
1300, Ext. 111, Big Cypress: Sue Fundingsland (863)
983-5798, Ext. 118, Immokalee: Charlotte Porcaro
(239) 867-3400, Ext. 327.

What are Carbohydrates?

Q: Where I live in Connecticut, our
highways are “parking lots” many times a day.
Isn’t this an ideal situation for public transit?
Why isn’t it happening?

— John Moulton, Stamford, CT

An increasing number of public transit
options are coming online throughout North
America, but those of you idling along bumper-to-
bumper in your cars might not know it. Indeed, lack
of knowledge about public transportation options
may be the largest impediment to widespread
acceptance of more efficient ways of getting around.
Driving your own car back and forth to work every
day is not as convenient as it once was, and public
transit options are now faster and undoubtedly gen-
erate less stress and pollution.

In Connecticut, the state-owned CTTRAN-
SIT moves 27 million people a year on well-
appointed local and express buses serving all metro
areas. And two full-service commuter rail lines,
Metro-North and Shore Line East, routinely take
riders longer distances. Similar services are avail-
able in many urban and suburban areas across the
United States. Municipal Web sites are the best
place to find transit options, routes and schedules.

The best thing to happen to encourage pub-
lic transit usage has been high gas prices. Over the
last year, the average price of regular unleaded gas
rose in the U.S. by 76 cents, with prices now $3 or
more almost everywhere. And transit agencies
report a correlation between high gas prices and
increased ridership. The Utah Transit Authority says
ridership is up 50 percent from last year on a 19-
mile light-rail system in Salt Lake City. And
Washington, D.C.’s Metrorail has seen some of its
busiest days ever during the last few months. In
Canada, ridership has risen as much as 10 percent in
cities like Vancouver and Winnipeg in step with ris-
ing gas prices, though cars remain the travel option
of choice in the country’s eastern cities.

According to the American Public

Transportation Association, 14 million Americans
use one or another form of public transportation
every weekday, while about 17 million people drive
their cars instead. The organization estimates that
public transit ridership has grown by as much as 22
percent — faster than highway or air travel — since
1995. And a recently conducted Harris Poll conclud-
ed that the American public would like to see rail-
based public transit “have an increasing share of
passenger transportation.”

Meanwhile, Canadians have embraced pub-
lic transit even more than their neighbors to the
south. An estimated 12 million Canadians, including
more than a fifth of all commuters in Toronto, use
some form of public transit. Transportation analyst
Paul Schimek found that public transit use is almost
twice as high per capita in Canada as in the U.S.
Also, car use in Canada is almost 20 percent lower
per capita. Schimek attributes the differences to tra-
ditionally higher gas prices as well as more compact
urban development than in the U.S.

Analysts point to the strength of the
American “highway lobby” as the reason Americans
have been slow to embrace public transit. Lobbyists
have worked directly with lawmakers over the years
to encourage road building and private automobile
use to achieve, in the words of a General Motors ad
of days gone by, the “American dream of freedom
on wheels.” In Connecticut, some urban planners
have been pushing the idea of turning crowded
Interstate 95 into a double-decker highway in places
to ease congestion.

CONTACTS: American Public
Transportation Association, www.apta.com;
Canadian Urban Transit Association, www.cutaac-
tu.ca.

Got an environmental question? Send it to:
EarthTalk, c/o E/The Environmental Magazine, P.O.
Box 5098, Westport, CT 06881; submit it at:
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/, or e-mail:
earthtalk@emagazine.com. Read past columns at:
www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/archives.php.

By Fred Cicetti
[Editor’s Note: Fred Cietti is a syndicated

columnist who writes about issues concerning senior
citizens’ health. The opinions he expresses are his
own. If you would like to ask a question, please
write fredcicetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved ©
2007 by Fred Cicetti.]

Q: I have to have cataract surgery and I’m
a little frightened. Should I be?

A: I don’t know anyone who isn’t a little
frightened by surgery of any kind, but cataract
removal is one of the safest and most effective types
of surgery. It’s also one of the most common opera-
tions performed in the United States. About 9 out of
10 people who have the surgery have improved
vision.

A cataract is a clouding of the lens, the
clear part of the eye that helps focus images like the
lens in a camera. Cataracts can blur images and dis-
color them.

Most cataracts are related to aging. By age
80, more than half of all Americans either have a
cataract or have had cataract surgery. There are other
causes of cataracts such as diabetes, eye injury, radi-
ation and surgery for other eye problems.

Cataracts tend to worsen gradually. The
clear lens slowly changes to a yellowish/brownish
color, adding a brownish tint to vision. If you have
advanced lens discoloration, you may not be able to
identify blues and purples. 

The most common symptoms of a cataract
are: blurred images, faded colors, glare, poor night
vision, double vision and frequent prescription
changes in your eyeglasses or contact lenses. If you
have any of these symptoms, see your doctor,
because they can be signs of other eye problems.

The symptoms of
early cataract may be improved with new
eyeglasses, brighter lighting, anti-glare sunglasses or
magnifying lenses. If these measures do not help,
surgery is the only effective treatment. The surgeon
removes the cloudy lens and replaces it with a plas-
tic lens.

Like every other kind of surgery, there are
risks to cataract surgery such as infection and bleed-
ing. Serious infection can diminish vision. Cataract
surgery slightly increases your risk of retinal detach-
ment, a serious condition that demands emergency
treatment to prevent permanent impairment or even
blindness. The retina is a light-sensitive membrane
lining the inner eyeball; it is connected to the brain
by the optic nerve.

The operation usually lasts less than one
hour and is almost painless. After the operation, a
patch may be placed over the eye. Most people who
have cataract surgery can go home the same day. In
most cases, healing will be complete within eight
weeks. 

What can you do about cataracts? Wearing
sunglasses and a hat with a brim to block ultraviolet
sunlight may help delay cataract. If you smoke, stop.
Researchers also believe good nutrition can help
reduce the risk of age-related cataract. They recom-
mend eating green leafy vegetables, fruit, and other
foods with antioxidants.

If you are 60 or older, you should have a
comprehensive dilated eye exam at least once every
two years. In addition to cataract, your eye care pro-
fessional can check for signs of age-related macular
degeneration, glaucoma, and other vision disorders.
Early treatment for many eye diseases may save
your sight.

Dear Counselor,
My name is Clara. I don’t really have a

problem. My question is about a word — I have no
idea what it means. Every time I hear the word it
confuses me. The word is wisdom. Does it mean
smart, common sense, intelligent, bright, street
savvy, or something else?

The other day my mom told me I need
more wisdom; at age 18 I thought I had wisdom.
Please explain.

Signed,
Perplexed

Dear Perplexed,
Today we live in a society where we hear

about being street savvy, or having good common
sense. But we really hear about wisdom. Wisdom
involves going against that which is conventional.

A classic definition of wisdom is the right
use of knowledge. Not all knowledgeable people are
wise. 

Perplexed, your
mom is on the right
track. She is sharing with
you that wisdom is
supreme and extraordinary. Wisdom rises above the
conventional. It is something to be attained. Wisdom
is a spiritual concept.

Wisdom is developing a solid relationship
with a higher power — meaning your decisions are
guided by a standard of ethics. Today as you ponder
the use of good behavior in your life, your home and
your relationships, you must understand that you
will not be able to live an honorable life without
understanding the meaning of wisdom.

Perplexed, wisdom comes more from living
than from studying. Your mom is a wise mom. She
is telling you that wisdom is the peace of knowing
yourself, respecting the past and remembering the
struggles of your ancestors.

Signed,
The Counselor



By Elgin Jumper

“Say it loud, say it clear …”
—“The Living Years” by Mike and the Mechanics,
1988

I’ve been working on this portrait of my
father, Alan Jumper, ever since the closing months of
2006, working from a photo taken at the Seminole
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, where my father had
arranged a book launch party for me to celebrate the
publication of “Nightfall,” my chapbook of poetry. I
must say I do cherish it because the painting shows
him smiling. The photo was taken several days before
a severe car accident left him extremely weakened.

And yet I can still recall this man, my father,
laboring vigorously in the hot South Florida sun. I can
still recall him wrestling alligators before fascinated
crowds. But I couldn’t begin to tell you all the places
he built his huts, or won his alligator wrestling con-
tests. No one else back then dared to open the gator’s
jaws wide, let alone venture to peek in and have a
quick glance or two like he did that time in Moore
Haven when I was 5 or 6 years old. Indeed, I remem-
ber well watching my dad as he did those impressive
endeavors. But just as I had battles with alcohol in the
past, my father had his own battles with the
drink, that is until that weary time when it all
had to cease, at long last, so that new, more
meaningful chapters of life could be inaugurat-
ed.

Seminole Gaming commenced in 1980
and with it a job for my father, calling out num-
bers for Bingo players. I remember him coming
home from work late at night. He’d tell my
mom, Eva Billie, when they were still married,
about winners and losers, and although he
doesn’t smoke cigarettes, there was always that
pungent scent of cigarette smoke about him.

He told me once about his father, my
grandfather, a wealthy man for a time, working
in pelts and arts and crafts, and recently he
showed me a rather large photograph of the
man, which was hanging in a restricted corridor
of the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. Up to that
time I hadn’t known what he looked like, and
though I hadn’t known him, still I had respect
for him. He had been a man of means, and ever
resourceful. And before my dad showed me
grandfather’s image that day, he had been a
distant mystery intricately wrapped in the faintest veil
of remoteness. 

We moved from Big Cypress to the
Hollywood reservation when I was 5 years old, and it
seems my dad even drove our school bus for a while.
And that’s an experience in itself, let me tell you, for
you can never say you don’t have a ride to class — no,
you can’t use that one — and you’d have to find
another way out of it, in those formative years that
truly mattered and yet were wasted, spiraling in a fiery
descent, when others utilized the time to their advan-
tage. I was listening to Zeppelin and the Stones in the
warm reservation air, and my father “in a general hon-
est thought” attempted to guide me in the right direc-
tion, but I was stubborn and would not heed, would
not listen. No, no words of wisdom could’ve saved me
back then and the dear loss of precious time was never
grasped.

My dad did “extra work” for the movies and

commercials and I even went with him on several
occasions. I remember sitting on a plane in ’86, while
actors and actresses uttered their lines near an old
hangar at the Fort Lauderdale International Airport. I
smile admiringly when I think back on those days. He
seems to have always been doing something like that,
and I’m acquainting myself today with that same exact
energy and vigor and enthusiasm. 

My dad has experienced his own highs and
lows, yes, and I’m trying to infuse that feeling into the
painting, perhaps in the dark brown eyes, in the weari-
ness of expression, which must have come out of a
crucial sense of happiness and sorrow simultaneously,
and around the beloved man’s portrait shall be the cor-
relation of a father and son’s love. There’s feeling, I
pray, and yet, too, is a deep sense of thought as well.
He is a shaper of sons and daughters and grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. And in our youth, my
dear father even provided my brother and me with the
rare opportunity of experiencing bicycle motocross,
BMX.

We were 8 or 9 at the time, and the man who
held us in check gave a nod of his head. “Riders
ready!” he shouted, holding up the racers on the start-
ing line. “Pressure on the board!” and the riders
adjusting, some standing, balancing themselves on the

board, and then finally the man would yell, “Go!” We
were at an old go-cart track they had back in the day,
on Stirling Road next to I-95 called South Florida
Cartway.

And so the race was on, 10 or so BMXers in
colorful Bell helmets, full-faced Scott goggles, color-
ful padded racing shirts, padded pants, and a plethora
of other racing gear provided by kind sponsors — my
dad had managed to get the Seminole Okalee Indian
Village to sponsor us for a while there — all these
boys vying for that oh-so-illustrious and colossal-size
first place trophy, sometimes on two columns, with
that little gold-plated BMX rider viewing the scene
from the marble level of the top.

So it was down the starting hill we went, as if
we were lightning streaks in a blinding rainstorm!
We’d hit the first jump there like nobody’s business,
up and over, and just as smoothly as if we were out on
practice runs, avoiding the ancient tires lining the

track, and making sure to stay
down low to the mud and muck
and mire, all the time factoring
in our heads the cold intricacies
of the track before us. I could
hear my dad above the din of
the race, somewhere up on the
clamorous margins of excite-
ment. “Go, go, go!” he’d urge
us. “Bring it on home!” and you
know what? That actually made
us race that much faster. Oh, to
hear those lovely, lovely shouts.

So then we’re on the
straightaways, working out our
places among ourselves like
gentlemen, and yet all the while
passing groups of novices in the
rival winds. And never once did
we look back. Not once. By
now, we can see the first berm
up ahead, a turn with a high
slope, where you turned more or
less at an angle, and soaring too.
And than BAM! We’d hit it, the
berm. I stayed close to the inside
and hugged tight the turn, as did
my brother, Joey, so as to make
it through faster. I could see
other riders, quite unaware of
the expediency, high up on the
rim of the berm, and knew we
had them beat. People were
shouting. It was constant pande-
monium all around us. We could
smell mud and dust and victory
all rolled into one, and we
smiled. I sensed other racers,
their hesitations.

I caught the whiff of dirt and sweat on the
plastic of the goggles. It smelled like grimy competi-
tion. We flew past the turn, moving over the small
“whoop-de-doos,” as we called the stretch of minor
bumps on the track. A lot of times, we stayed close to
the edges so they didn’t slow us down that much. The
aim being to save precious time out there, you see. We
could hear the crowd going wild. And hear the other
riders, their gear, their bikes, the clank of metal on
metal and the vicious grunts. I heard the announcer
say a rider was down somewhere. But you keep the
momentum, you never let up. We were with a few lead
riders, three or so, real experts. They’re the kind
who’d mess with your head before a race so as to
throw you off. You know, good folks.

“Eat my dust, Injun!” one of them screamed,
and so politely too, this one. They’d do anything to
win, the dears, but they were all right. And kindly
expressing such eloquence to us, too.

Up ahead there was a large table-top jump,
more than 5 feet high with a broad, flat surface that
gave the obstacle its designation. We’d hit it, riding it
like a Ford and throwing out cross-ups of our own, our
bikes horizontal and the front wheels and handlebars
aimed upward, we were in the air and glancing back at
our back wheels, like we saw those California boys do
in those BMX magazines. And then we’d straighten it
out and land just as good as new and hit the next
berm, again on the inside close to the inner tires, as we
had learned it.

Riders were still battling for top positions and
we were among them. Two racers were ahead of us as
competitive cries filled the air. Streetlamps spilled
streams of light on us. The exertion was phenomenal!
The crowd was out of control, really getting into it.
They were shouting and jumping up and down, quite
animated by the sheer suspense aspect of it all. Whose
night is it? Who’ll take the coveted trophies this time?
And suddenly it happened — there was a power play
of sorts, the other two riders were straining for advan-
tages, and then in the dusty blink of an eye, there’s a
tangle of pedals, bodies and mud, and the announcer
shouting something I couldn’t make out. We could
clearly see the riders falling by the wayside, and knew
we had ample time to avoid the pile-up, as the crowd
voiced its disbelief! We rode as never before and took
those first- and second -place trophies!

My father, Alan Jumper, had made it possible
for us to race against some of the country’s finest rid-
ers at the time — riders with names such as Jeff
Botema and Stu Thompson (both from California),
Tim Judge, the Essers, Greg and Brian; the Powells,
Ty and Todd; and Kim Wyatt, a girl who routinely
raced and beat the guys, and Carl Nagoniac (all from
Florida). And we even raced in the Miami Baseball
Stadium and the Orange Bowl, as well as numerous
other scenic locations throughout Florida.

We love you so much for that, Dad, we truly
do, and we just want you to know that we always will.
So don’t go away from us so soon, and please, get
well soon. You mean the world to us.

My Father, Alan Jumper: An Essay
The Seminole Tribune 13 March 16, 2007

Elgin’s portrait of his dad
Elgin Jumper

Elgin Jumper with his father, Alan, at the Hard Rock
Submitted by Elgin Jumper
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Sonny Nevaquaya, Seminole Gaming Chief
Executive Officer James Allen and the
Seminole Color Guard’s presentation.

The Hollywood preschool 3- and
4-year-olds recited the Pledge of Allegiance
in English and Miccosukee. Tribal citizen
Wonder Johns offered blessings and
prayers, and Tribal citizen Moses “Big
Shot” Jumper Jr. recited a poem. Chairman
Mitchell Cypress and other members of the
Tribal Council, Miss Florida Seminole
Brittany Yescas and former Hard Rock
International President and CEO
Hamish Dodds were all also on
hand.

Dodds presented
the Tribal Council with a
custom autographed
guitar from country
music legend Hank
Williams Sr.

Cypress
reflected on the
perseverance,
faith and lead-
ership of the Tribe on
its new path.

“I thank the Seminoles that are still
here,” he said. “I remember back in the day
when there was a $25 dividend and
Brighton and Big Cypress probably under-
stand how hard it was when we traveled to
get here on [U.S. Highway] 27 at Stirling
Road, where it once was a two-way road.

“I think people at my age have to
remember the times that we went through
and the things that have happened, and
without God’s grace nothing would happen.
You’ve got to have that in everything that
you do, in order to get things done. This is
what has happened and without that
strength, knowledge and power that he
gives us, this would have never happened.

“The Seminole Tribe has paved the
way for other Native Americans to get into
other big business industries, so were
always a leader.”

Seminole Gaming CEO James
Allen then spoke about the daring move and
the hard work involved.

“A lot of people don’t understand
what actually was accomplished here in the
last six months, and I think it is a great trib-

ute to Mitchell and the rest of the Tribal
Council to really have the vision to look
forward, because this was actually a very
difficult transaction,” he explained. “This
gives the Tribe the ability to obviously
move forward not just in casinos [as the
chairman said], but in all different types of
businesses.”

Hollywood Tribal Council
Representative Max B. Osceola Jr. echoed
Allen’s thoughts.

“Today we’re here celebrating
because it’s a great day, not just for
Seminoles, but for other Native Tribes, and
now the mainstream business world knows

that you can do business with
Native Tribes and make a prof-

it,” Osceola said.
Dodds described

the purchase in its signifi-
cance and impact on a
grand scale.

“This is a
very historic

moment, it’s a his-
toric moment for

you the Tribe,
but it’s also a
historic

moment for U.S.
commerce in general,” he

explained. “The Hard Rock brand has great
American roots, and now the Hard Rock
brand is moving from European ownership
to American ownership, but importantly it’s
moving to an American ownership with
even deeper roots, the deepest roots of
American ownership you can think of,
which is the Seminole Tribe.”

The purchase of the 35-year-old
themed restaurant chain came with more
than 50 other financial institutions involved
in the bidding war. A breakdown composed
of a bond offering and equity contribution
placed the deal at around $965 million in
all.

There are 125 signature Hard Rock
Cafés in 46 countries along with nine
hotels, four casinos, and the world’s largest
collection of authentic one-of-a kind music
memorabilia. The original is located in
London – it was not included in the pur-
chase – and was the idea of Peter Morton
and Isaac Tigrett. The memorabilia collec-
tion began with the donation of a custom
guitar from rock legend Eric Clapton and
numbers around 70,000 items.

� Deal
Continued from page 1
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By Lila Osceola-Heard
HOLLYWOOD — Paintball is one of the

fastest growing sports in the world and has become
Tribal citizen Houston Osceola’s passion. Houston is
an avid hunter, fisher and all-around sportsman who
has committed to being one of the best at paintball.

At the early age of 13, Tribal citizen
Houston was recently named to the Division 3
SemiPro Miami Rage Paintball Team. His leadership
was apparent to his coaches, and he was appointed
field captain.

“To be named as a field captain on a semi-
pro traveling team is quite an accomplishment,” said
Houston’s mom, Robin Osceola.

Houston credits his coach, Cheno Carbahal,
for his rapid improvement in the sport.

For the last year, Houston has dedicated
most of his spare time to playing paintball. He said
when he is not at school or asleep, he is practicing.

The online encyclopedia Wikipedia
describes paintball as “a sport in which participants
eliminate opponents from play by hitting them with
paintballs. The balls are spherical gelatin capsules
containing primarily polyethylene, glycol, other non-
toxic and water soluble substances and dye, shot
from a compressed gas-powered gun, commonly
called a marker.”

Paintball began as an official sport in 1980.
However, ideas that spurred the evolution of the
sport date from the 1950s, when farmer boys used
paintball handguns to mark trees that needed to be
cut down.

As of 2007, there are 40 countries with mil-
lions of paintball players, both male and female.
Professional, semiprofessional, and divisional
leagues regularly hold high-class, well-organized
tournaments involving a large number of profession-
al teams, crowds of spectators, and large cash prizes.

Paintball, like many other games, revolves
more around teamwork than equipment or even the
skill of individual players. A well-organized team
working together can
defeat a team whose
players are in disarray,
even if individual
members of the con-
fused team have better
skills and gear.

Insurance sta-
tistics show that paint-
ball is one of the safest
sports in existence,
even safer than tennis.

Houston’s
family sees the posi-
tive impact paintball
has had on his life. He
has lost 15 pounds and
is happy to be involved
in such a fun sport.
Parents Robin and Tate
Osceola said they are
pleased to see their son
so faithfully involved
in his pastime. 

“As long as
Houston has a firearm
in his hand, then he is
happy,” she said.

Field captain, Houston Osceola and team are ready and waiting for the game to start.
Lila Osceola-Heard

He’s a Paintball Wizard in the Making
Tribal Citizen Houston Osceola Soars to the Top

Houston is up next, getting ready for battle.
Lila Osceola-Heard

One down and four to go!
Lila Osceola-Heard
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Submitted by Louise Gopher

Regular I
1. Elton Shore & Farrah Jones,

443, 2. Philmon Bowers & Dora Tiger,
422, 3. Michael Micco & Cindy
Rodriguez, 420, 4. Derrick Thomas &
Amanda Smith, 398, 5. Bobby Frank &
Terry Frank, 377, 6. Dwayne Billie &
Wendi Snow, 364, 7–8. (tie) Rufus Tiger &
Linda Tommie, 362, Mitch Osceola &
Jackie Thompson, 362, 9. Rocky Jim &
Sonya Jim, 357, 10. Kenny Doney &
Marilyn Doney, 345, 11. Kevin Tommie &
Beverly Tommie, 337, 12. John Madrigal
and Mahala Madrigal, 332, 13–15. (tie)
Amos Billie & Alfreda Musket, 331,
Lawrence Ballentine & Mary Tigertail,
331, Thomas Cypress & Denise Billie,
331.

No Tap
1. Christian Osceola & Trisha Osceola, 508,

2. Thomas Cypress & Rose Jones, 481, 3. Michael
Micco & Dora Tiger, 473, 4. Merle Billie & Monica
Cypress, 472, 5. Leon Wilcox & Rosetta Bowers, 455,
6. Elbert Snow &  Denise Billie, 447, 7. Blake
Osceola & Amanda Smith, 444, 8. Rufus Tiger & Rose
Jones, 443, 9. John Jumper & Terry Frank, 442, 10.
Kenny Doney & Jackie Thompson, 435, 11. John
Madrigal & Linda Tommie, 428, 12. Lawrence
Ballentine & Sonya Johns, 417, 13. Maxie Tommie &
Alfreda Muskett, 414, 14. Dean Stokes & Alfreda
Muskett, 400, 15. Andre Jumper & Amanda Smith,
394.
3–6–9

1. Merle Billie & Wilma Noah, 471, 2.
Derrick Thomas & Farrah Jones, 465, 3. John
Madrigal & Wendi Snow, 459, 4. Lawrence Ballentine
& Farrah Jones, 435, 5. Cicero Osceola & Alfreda
Muskett, 425, 6. Thomas Cypress & Diane Smith, 407,
7. Delwin McGowan & Dora Tiger, 406, 8. Parker
Jones & Trisha Osceola, 405, 9. Philmon Bowers &
Diane Smith, 402, 10. Raymond Garza & Amanda
Smith, 392, 11. Maxie Tommie & Rosetta Bowers,
391, 12. John Jumper & Beulah Gopher, 384, 13–14.
(tie) Kenny Doney & Virginia Billie, 379, Amos Billie
& Monica Cypress, 379, 15. Rocky Jim & Marilyn
Doney, 377.
Regular II

1–2. (tie) Danny Jones & Alfreda Muskett,
390, Kevin Tommie & Jackie Thompson, 390, 3.
Christian Osceola & Edna Bowers, 386, 4. Dean
Stokes & Wendi Snow, 371, 5–6. (tie) Kenny Doney &
Wilma Noah, 362, Andre Jumper & Terry Frank, 362,
7. John Madrigal & Marilyn Doney, 355, 8. George
Micco & Monica Cypress, 348, 9. Raymond Garza &
Terry Frank, 344, 10. Thomas Cypress & Monica
Cypress, 343, 11. Delwin McGowan & Farrah Jones,
335, 12. Cicero Tommie & Linda Tommie, 330, 13.
Michael Micco & Mahala Madrigal, 327, 14. Derek
Thomas & Beulah Gopher, 324, 15. Rocky Jim &
Rose Jones, 322.

Some women bowlers have two partners
because the tournament drew more men than women.
Event organizers allowed each extra man to draw a
female partner’s name and use her score without actu-
ally bowling with her.

Earlier in the day, there was a bowling tour-
nament for the seniors. They played three games,
Regular, 3-6-9 and No Tap. Their winnings were based
on the total score of the three games.
Women, 50–59

1. Linda Tommie, 542, 2.
Mary Tigertail, 478, 3. Rose Jones,
462, 4. Dora Tiger, 455, 5. Jenny
Johns, 412, 6. Sarah Sampson, 406, 7.
Mary Bowers, 264.
Women, 60+

1. Maydell Osceola, 521, 2.
Mary Gay Osceola, 482, 3. Sally
Gipson, 451, 4. Addie Osceola, 382, 5.
Rosie Billie, 217, 6. Alice Snow, 204.
Men, 50–59

1. Thomas Cypress, 679, 2.
Eugene Bowers, 669, 3. Elbert Snow,
661, 4. Gary Sampson, 489, 5. Moses
Osceola, 486, 6. Jack Smith Jr., 348.
Men, 60+

1. David Jumper, 628, 2.
Jimmy H. Osceola, 502, 3. Sammy
Nelson, 491, 4. Archie Johns, 486, 5.
Wonder Johns, 484, 6. Sammie
Gopher, 445, 7. Billie Micco, 425, 8.
Dan Bowers, 365, 9. Jimmy Smith,
293.

By Chris Jenkins
BIG CYPRESS — Away

from the main stage of ceremonies,
the second annual archery tourna-
ment took place Feb. 9 in Big
Cypress in the quietness of Bigg’s
Pasture.

Hollywood Recreation
Coordinator Steve Young helped
coordinate this year’s competition,
again with two ranges, A and B.

There were also two divi-
sions consisting of traditional
(using a traditional bow and arrow
or string and stick) and compound
(the use of more modernized bows
and arrows allowing a longer hold
and heavier weight).

Those who competed and
placed were: Traditional: first place-
Abe Rockwell, second place-Matt
Rockwell, third place-Moses
Jumper, fourth place- Don Osceola,
fifth place-Curtis Osceola, sixth
place-Janice Osceola Compound:
first place- Immokalee board repre-
sentative Raymond Garza, second
place- Parker Jones, third place-Eli
Marrero, fourth place-Terry
Tartsah, fifth place- Mike Tiger,
sixth place- Josh Garza, seventh
place-Garrett Tartsah, eighth place-
Manuel Garza, ninth place-Miguel
Alvarado.

Only four of last year’s 10
competitors returned this time.
Young says the higher numbers this
year (16) helped, and he was happy
with the tournament. “It all went
well, but we are ultimately trying
to get Tribal members from all
over,” he said.

Cash prizes were awarded
to all winners and participants.

Participants take last-minute practice shots using their traditional bows amd arrows.
Chris Jenkins

Father and son Josh and Manuel Garza
Chris Jenkins

Tribal Citizen aims at a practice target.
Chris Jenkins

Steve Young gives participants the instructions and rules.
Chris Jenkins

Immokalee Board Representative Raymond Garza
competes in 1st round competition.

Chris Jenkins

Alice Snow competes in the women’s 60+ division.
Lila Osceola-Heard

Bowling

Father/son duo Blake and Moses Osceola share
their love for the game.

Lila Osceola-Heard

Women 50-59 winners Mary Tigertail, 2nd place, and Rose Jones,
3rd place, stop for a quick picture.

Lila Osceola-Heard

Tribal Citizen attempts a spare.
Lila Osceola-Heard

By Mitch Osceola
HOLLYWOOD —

This year’s Hall of Fame and
Tribal Fair golf tournaments
were held back-to-back on
Feb. 6 and 7, respectively, at
Hillcrest Golf and Country
Club.

The turnout was
huge from both the Seminole
Tribal citizens and the many
other natives from Tribes
throughout the United States
and Canada. Both days had
approximately 80 golfers, all
giving it their best
shots. Many said

they were enjoying themselves in the
warm South Florida weather. 

The event began with a
two-person blind draw scramble
and the second day also featured a
blind draw, but each person
played his or her own ball. 

The two golfers’ best
scores for each hole were averaged to determine
the winner. Both days began with registration
and gifts including golf shirts, golf balls, golf
towels and raffle tickets.

After the Hall of Fame tournament on
Feb. 6, the winners were announced and the
players were asked to meet at the Tribal
Headquarters offices in Hollywood for dinner
and the Hall of Fame program.

The Tribal Fair tourna-
ment took place on Feb. 7, fol-
lowed by the awards ceremony,
door prizes and a hearty lunch. 

The winning group for
Feb. 6 was the team of Butch
Macintosh and Sylvia
Thompson, with second place
going to Charlie Cypress and Jim
Harrison. The Feb. 7 winners
were Butch Macintosh and
Virginia Billie. Second place
went to Curtis Hopkins and Josh
Hopkins.

(L-R) Rufus Tiger Jessica Young, Cec Hill 
and Glen Miller

Mitch Osceola

(L-R) Darryl Bird Mabel Doctor, Earnest Riley and Mike Mata

Mitch Osceola

Steve Young, Terry Tartsah, and Moses Jumper watch Marl Osceola’s
birdie putt drop.

Mitch Osceola

Golf

Mike Tiger
Mitch OsceolaOut-of-town golfer enjoys

the beautiful weather.

Jessica Young

Mitch Osceola congratulates first place winners
Sylvia Thompson and Butch Macintosh.

Mitch Osceola

Archery

36th Annual Tribal Fair Sports Festivities
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By Tony Heard
HOLLYWOOD — Sports enthusiasts should’ve

enjoyed the Tribal Fair lists of sports for participation.
Choices included basketball, bowling, golf, pool, pow-wow,
rodeo, and food — so much to take in and so little time to
enjoy everything. 

On February 9-10, the Tribal Fair Basketball
Tournament was well under way. The athletes and fans alike
are well adjusted to the annual Tribal Fair and how it goes.
Hollywood welcomed an assortment of teams for the annual
tournament for the men’s side of the bracket.

The basketball tournaments held here are known
around Indian country as “good tournaments.” In order to
run a good tournament, it is necessary to have “good” places
for the teams to play. Due to the larger number of teams this
year, the recreation staff had to hold some games at
Hollywood Christian Academy.

The women’s championship game came down to
Sundown and Quickfire. The game went back and forth
before Quickfire pulled ahead. Sundown wouldn’t go down
without a fight. Late in the game Sundown made a run,
down by 7 points but couldn’t withstand the final push by
Quickfire. Final score 77-70, and Quickfire was named
champion of the 2007 Tribal Fair Basketball Tournament.

The men’s championship brought Da Ones and
Below the Rim to the court for another championship show-
down. It was an exciting game of up tempo, fast breaks and
three-pointers being launched by all. The decision was made
at halftime with Da Ones leading by 7. One of Below the
Rim’s players was injured, dimming the team’s hopes of a
come-from-behind win.. 

Da Ones came out on top for the 2007 champi-
onship title for this year’s Tribal Fair Tournament.

Jerome Davis jumps up to secure the rebound.
Lila Osceola-Heard

Basketball

Talbert Cypress squares up for the shot.
Lila Osceola-Heard

The heat is on in the women’s championship game.
Lila Osceola-Heard

Sundown brings home 2nd place.
Lila Osceola-Heard

Flights and Below the Rim go head-to-head in the Semi’s.
Lila Osceola-Heard

Pool tables in heavy use during prime time tourney play

Felix DoBosz

Bronson Hill focuses in on the cue ball and gets ready to take his shot.
Tony Heard

Phalyn Osceola concentrates to win 1st Annual TF Pool Tournament.

Felix DoBosz

Greg Carter, 1st place, and Lee Stewart, 2nd place
Lila Osceola-Heard

Big Cypress Representative David Cypress shows his winning form.
Felix DoBosz

Chairman Mitchell Cypress uses his custom cue in tournament.

Felix DoBosz

Mingo Jones chalks up for the next shot.
Felix DoBosz

Seniors

Men: 1. David Cypress, 2. Billy
Brown, 3. Grant Dial, 4. Roley
Johnson, 5. Russell Osceola;
Women: 1. Juanita Osceola, 2.
Frances Tiger, 3. Mabel Doctor,
4. Diana Onlyacheif, 5. Annie
Jumper.

Singles

Men: 1. Roy Snow, 2. Charles
Osceola, 3. Raymond Garza, 4.
Lee Kicknosway, 5. David
Cypress; Women: 1. Virginia
Billie, 2. Phalyn Osceola, 3.
Diana Onlyacheif, 4. Theresa
Nunez, Oneva Jones

Doubles

1. Randy Clay and Diana
Onlyacheif, 2. Daniel Gopher and
Tianna Rock, 3. Jack Billie and
AricaBuck, 4. Raymond Garza
and Virginia Billie, 5. Bronson
Hill and Crystal Smith.

9 Ball

Men: 1. Charles Osceola, 2.
David Cypress, 3. Gary Clay, 4.
Jerome Rockwell, 5. Daniel
Gopher; Women: 1. Virginia
Billie, 2. Phalyn Osceola, 3.
Latonya Jumper, 4. Theresa
Nunez, 5. Teonna Rock.

Pool
By Felix DoBosz

HOLLYWOOD —
Champion artistic pool shooter
Mike Massey demonstrated
some of his world famous pool
trick shots to fascinated Tribal
citizens on Feb. 10. Massey
was an invited guest at the
First Annual Tribal Fair Pool
Tournament at the Seminole
Hard Rock Casino & Hotel.

“Some of the shots
were amazing.  It was good
entertainment” said, Steve
Frost from BC Recreation who
helped emcee the three-day
event.

According to
Massey’s website, www.insidepool.com, he is the 2000, 2002 and 2003 World Artistic Pool
champion, the 2000 and 2001 Trick Shot Magic champion and the 2003 WPA World
Artistic Pool Jump Shots champion. He began performing trick shots in 1975 and currently
resides in Las Vegas, Nev.

Pool Trick Shot Artist Mike Massey Wows Crowd

Mike Massey demonstrates his famous trick shots.
Felix Do Bosz

Featured at First Annual Tribal Fair Pool Tournament
Submitted by Holly Tiger
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